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^VtI E remaining Sermons for thiis Year will 
^ % be Preach'd at St^Karf iwt, the Firft Urn- 
iajfs of Fehruary ^ -Mirch, '< J^ily Majh Septemher,. 
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Beginning of the L e c t u k e 

For the Enfuing Y b a r. 

Pouaded by the Honourable 

ROBERT B on Ey Efquirc 



bf* 0«r Cklf/^K*i .4-< :||^ 



By. 70 HN WILLlAUS;t>. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majefty 
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T^U STEES by the A^^mtmem oF the 
HonovtaUti^okrt^oy^, £l^re» 

Most if^•^f<J^tl1liEr©5 

Aving by your Generous Ek&ibn' 
entrei tmrTfOr' wfon the Ltfture 
founded hy the Honourable K o- 
' tert Boyle> tbe Great Eneowrager of Fk'-^ 
tyondXearm^i it becomes n^e in Obedi- 
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m^'ujmr Ord^y and according to tFiln- 
mm of the Decedfid; td Prejent Ton with 
the Ftrji-fiuifs of my LAmr. T^ie Sub- 
jeS 1 treat tf ^^.^f VtiiverfaL Concent^ 
ment to the Chrifiian Pf^orld^ ani.it to be 
bMdled mtb Reverence and Care : The 
firtner LpaU all along l\(if in my eye, asd 
tie latter I Jhall mt negleS, at fir at in 
m lies yi; &tt whatever Pef0syoKr Bek^ 
ter fuc^ments poll effy tbroi^icm. tbefe 
Compoiores > I bofe the fame Oooiiefs 
that aifpfedym^oflacetnekt this Spber^, 
mU incline y OH to overloo\.; and to accep 
'Cf the Sincere Ende^OHts of y 

» .• ' ■ 

Most Honoured, 



Your mpft Faidhfiil incl 
Humble Servant, 



«> • 



. i. 



John Willi A!«ts. 
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' He b. L i> 2. 

God who atftmdry timefy ana mjiveri 
manners y jjahg in time fajl unto f be 
father f lytb^ Vrofhets y bath ^ m 
ibeje l^ J^s Jj/ol^ unto uf by bh 
Son. 



'4 




HERE are Two ways 
by which. Mankind may. at- 
tain .to tht Knowledge of 
Divine Things j; name- 
ly ,. ' Naturlil or Superna- 
tural. 



. Katoral is 5srhat we haye (prlngmg upr with 
out Faculties, or what we attain^ of Natural 
meatis, by Sight jOblervation^ and Experience, 
-by Tradition f which is the Riftory of others 
Knowledge and Experience)! and taflily, by 
Reaibn and Argument^ deducing Effe^ftom' 
thei^ proper Caufes^. or ffnding out the Caiife 
^y its Effcfts : As for inft&nce ; Thus we come 
to the knowledge of^€od by obterving the 
Frame bf ^e World, , by the'3eries^ . Order, and 
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^ Sbe Po0nlitft ^Exfeidiemy, aad 



^Courfe of Tbiflgs^ whidi could never be wicb- 
voiicfbtneCauieto produce them, and that Cauie 
^no le($ thaa One Infinitely Powerful and ^Tife. 
Tto we id^gue, Tto chine i$ a Soul in Man 
« diftin^fr^m the Body^ and furriving a Separa- 
-tion from it $ fora(much as' there are fuch Ope- 
vTAtions as are ooe Competent to Matter $ and 

ihacfhet« %i fiidi addue of Immismlity placed 

An. Mankind, as would make the Flower and 
Choiceft part of the Vifible Creation^ the mofl. 
•MiferaUe ^ if. thorfc was no Capacity in the Sotd 
for fficb a State* of no luch State for a Soul ca- 
^pablepf it ' 

Such Inferences as thefej are as Hatural to a 
K^a^nable Mind, as thoH: Oblervatlons are 
which we make from the reports of Senfe^ and 
are therefore defervedly accounted Branches of 
Harural Rdigioo* 

Maw this kind of Knowled^ is nt<ir9 pr left 

evideoCa is fbonger or weaker, according jG9 the 
capacities and diipoficions of Mankind, and ac- 
cording CO the Opportunities and means they haw^ 
of In^rmation. And therefore a Philoiopher 
that^iets hioilelf to enquire into the Myfteiiess oi 
Kature» and odobi^rve the Curiofity, Order and 
Beauty of \i% Fabridkj may, in Reafbti be fupr 

fioied CO be moit m&astm m the Belief of^it 

. God 



hkcejjity of Divine Revelation. j 



God, ^nd more di(po(ed: to Serve and Adore 
hiiti, than he that is ignorant ; as he that under* 
ftands Painting or Carving, can more obferve 
and applaud the Ingenuity and Skill of the 
Artid, than he that is unacquainted with it. 

But after all^ fo much is the Subjed: aboVd 
oiir reach, and ib dark and intricate are all our 
Reafoningsupon it, that the Sageft Philo(bpher> 
in the eoncluOon , ^s left as unfatisfied as the 
ineaneti Peafant j . and perhaps more unfatisfied 
With his Knowledge , and the deep and tin- 
fathomable AbyfV he fees befotchim', than the 
Other is With hi^ fgndraftce ; fo: f^f making goOd 
T5vhat Solbtnon 6h^ttvtSiHethatin(riaf^thknt)wkdge^ 
mcnafethfo&on/f Ecclef, i,*t, 

S6 that fheire needs (bme brighter Light thatt 
t!iat of Nature, to conduct us to Happincfs, and 
bring us to a com pleat and entire Sacisfa^ion | 
iind that is a Supernatural Knowledge, a Know- 
fc^^^ that is npt to^be obtained by the ways 
dforefaid, IjyE.nqtlirJ'andpyretvation, but by 
liirpiratibn ahd Revdatioh from Almighty 
6od. ' 

' 'Andthi$istheSiibje^6f.thcTexC. 

God Tifko'at fwtilry times ykkd in diners ^ ntarirtefs^ 
fii^hmtifhepajl hyfhefrophets, hath, in tkfe 14 
dtpVff'oKm nm iii'ij iris Son, " 
- B fa 
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In whiph WQrds..we have, 

I . A t>erpri0tipa given oF ReveUcion , if 'j 
C^Oii 1 fyuh% to (ht Fathers ^ 8cc* that is ,. it is 
God's delivering his Mind. to Mankind by Per*. 
fbiis chofen £b^ that purpofe, and peculiarly fitted 
for ic by thrpiration. Such were tlie Prophets 
intimipmy and the Son in the lafi days, , , 

1* The certainty of it j .it is by way of De* 
ciaf ation, OoB who atfmcbry timsj and in dithers man- ' 
mrs y fpajke , &c. The Apoftle takes this foe 
granted, gshav^been fufiiciendy proved, and 
To needs no^ iacther confirpti^tron^ So it was' in 
urns j^Apr w^i* Ood fpake hy the frofhtts j and ia 
it was m tht Lfi days in. the Kevelation of th& 
Compel , which at the fir fi be fan to hefpoken hy the Lordy 
mdwoii. faith out A^o&lCj confirmed unto us hy 
them that heard him : Cfod alfo bearing them mitnefs 
hoth with jkns and wonders, and wtth^ Svers mhraclet 
and gifts ofth Holy Ghofiy Chap. 2.^ > 4^ 

And coef efor^ a$ A^/cs d^d not tlunk himfelf 
oblig^ ^irt^ entfin^e into his Divine Wotk, to 
prove there is a God, and that God made the. 
World) when there is fuch an inbred knowledgie^^ 
of a Deity impl^ted m human Najture, and 
iiich dear and undoubted evidences of it through- 
out the Univerfe; but (appofes and afferts it,. 1» 
the hemnir^ God created the heayet^andthe earth : ^C£« . 

' •■ 'Sa 
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htecefity of Divine R^vetadin; .. f 
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^o after ftrch maibifeft proofs of the Divine 
Authority of both the Prophetical and Eviin- 
gelical Revelation, 't^e Apbftlb would not (b 
much as fuppoid any doubt in the miiids of thofe 
he vrroteto f but begins his Epiftle,. with a cer* 
tain Majelly becohiing an Inlpired Author^Oo^ 
Ttiho at fundryibnesy 8<,c, 

X . The Order oblei^yed in delivering that Re*, 
velatian, ?t wa> at fundry iimif , am m. difen^ 



manners,- 



At fmdry times ^ <woAv/j(Ap*5, or ia feveral parts; 
which may. refer eithej: to the ieyeral Ages and 
Periods, >/>;. T^e P^riarbhal ^ Mofi^icaa ^ . a;»4 
Prophetical j. or! to Ae feVeral Maqriftftawns cif 
Divine Reyel^ibn throiigh ihofej\ge« and.P*' 



h divers. manners y 'pn}\i/lp7n»^^ according to thd 

manifold 'ways the Divine' spirit. thought (it* to 
corhinunicate it fetf 5 whether; by Jnapl^s or) 

the Perfons In^ircd^ or by R^pmrw,* Vi- 
fions, Voices, 0"c. 

4. The PerfeAion and poippletio.n of Div^inq 
Revelation i §oi hM m theft todays fpoKmhy his 
Son, So that what was gradually, and at fmdry 
times, delivered w ttmepafito the i^roffhetSy.vr&s at 

B 1 once 
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tt^m. 



once intircly and pcrfe<Stly Revealed by the. Son 
of God, T»hom he bath appo'mfed he'^r of all thinp^ 

Under, the Firft of theft I fiial F (new, 

», What we mean by Revclatioii. 

i; The poflibility of God's Revealing himfelF 
to to the Oeatnre^ tharcbe Creature fliall cerr. 
tainly and evidently kn6w that it is God that 
fpeaketh. » 

^. The Expediency, iKefuIncft, . and^'Necef-.- 
fity of a Revelation, with refpe^ to theJCir-. 
cuniftances Mankind are in. 

Under the Second I f|iall ffiew,, 

I '. That as it's poflible foe God to Reveal hitov 
felf, and Expedient and Ncceflary fof nun that 
there (hould be a Revelation ; Cq God hasa^ut 
ally thus Revealed himfelf at Jithdiy times, and m 
Sytnmamiers hy theTjophepi throii^^' the ievetal 
- Periods before fpoken of) aod in the lafi days, hy^ 
htsSon. 

2. I (hall confider the difference between -a. 
real'and pretended Revelation , and how wei 
may diftinguifh the. true from the falle. 

3. I ihSl (hew, that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teftament contain the matter of Di* 
vine Revelation, and have upon thenqi the Char; 
r^^i:s belonging to it. . 

^ ■ 
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Under the Tfatrd, 
• I , I fliall cprifider the feverai ways by whkh 
God did Repeal himfelf m times' pa ft hy the ^ro* 
phet's, as by- lllapfes, Infpiutioiis, Vifions, <^c. 
: I. I) fhall endeavour to ftiew the di|Fereqce 
between Ji>ivine Infptrations , and Diabolicat 
lilufions, Natural Impreffions^ and Delufory Ima* 

gihations. ' ; 

1. I fliallconfider the feveral Periods before 
the Law, under the LaW, and under the Goipel ; 
and the^radual progtefs of Revelation frooafirft} 
ro laft, from the lower tb the h%her degsee^ 
and the perpetual refpe^ one had to the oifaef*i 

4, I fliall cpnfider why God did thus gt^- 
aUy, and at/««/r> liwef, proceed in HeVjutling^ 
his Will to Mankind ; and why he did not at.th$! 
firftCdmiwinicate hiis Will to them as fuUy, and 
pepfe^ly, as he did in the l^dap hy his Son» . 
' Under the Fdurth, 

I fliall (hew the Perfeaioh of the GoTpel Re- ' 
"velation, and that there is not to be any other > 
R.evclation tiH the End cometh when oui Lordr 
Jhdl he re'^ealed from b^VeHj »and .(hall deliver 'tt^her 
kinidmto the Father.' ^ 

I have chofen thus at once talayiii^rdertlie- 
Scheme of what 1 intend (God granting Life 
and Affi^nce^ to pwlue $ thit £0 the d^nd-/ 
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ance of one upon another ,' and the affiftaace 
each Point gives to the other . throughout che 
whole, might be the better obfervcd. 
I. I am to begin with Revelation. 
I . Where I am to confider, What we mean 
liy Revektfon. ; which, is nothing elle in the 
ftrft Notion, but the making known that which 
before was aliecret • fo things reyealed zndfecret, 
are o^poied, T>eut. t^. tp* 

Afid when it's iapplied toaRiellgtous.ufe, it's 
God's making known Himielf, or his Will, cq 
Maflicind, over atid above what! he has made 
kftoim by the Li^c of Hacuie and Reafon« 
- >fl6re we may obferve, that there ate Three 
Ciades, into whidr whatever is the Obje<^of our 
Knowledge m;^ be reduced; 

' n . Thbre ate things of pore and ^pic Na- 
ture, and knowable by the Light of it, without 
Revelation ; of this kind is the Knowledge of 
God by the Eiie^sof a Divtae Power and WiA 
dom in the world (as has been (hewed) of 
' which the Apdftie treats, f^om. t. lo. Thein^ 
yaphltthiH^ of him, fromtke creatim if the tforld m 
clearly feerty being unJerftood by the thinp that art 
madiy even hisefermd Teufer'and Giidhead. 
; 1. There are tlungs of pure and (imple K«- 
yelation, thatarenotkaowablebythe Light of 

Nature, 



• ^« 



' ;pt ' JA""f 



i>w^<MaMM^ 



MMtaskaiMMM^ 



lOm- 



l)kcej^y (if Divim Rsi/ilation. 
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Hj|ture>, but only by Revelation j and if noc 
Il^vealed) afe n^ver 19 this {(ate (atleaft) to be 
known or found ,puc by Mankind $ of this £otx. 
is the Salvation of the World by JefusChrift^ 
which was not di(coyerable by Men or Angels $ 
To the Apoftle detcribesthcMyftcry of it, Bphef. * 
a« jTi 10* Which frm the beginning of the wprU httth 

hen hid m God, to tU intent that wf^ itni^ the 

principaHties and powers in he<fpeniy places ^ m^ht he 
known hy the Church the mangold Wtfdim tf God, So 
1 Tet. I. iz. 

^. There are things partly of Nature, an^ 
partly of^Kevelatipn^ <^%yyefable by th^ I^ght. 
of Hatiire, luit icnperfc^^y, which we ji^t at ic 
were» throi^h a^la/s. darkly :j iuid (b they n^^ ' 
Revdiacion to gi^ theiii farther Proof and. Evi« 
deuce ^ of this the Af^l^ fti^ves a^ ■-. iiiflance , 
x7im. I. to. when he Taitfi oiipr Savioqr ^«i^ 
life and immortaU^ to light through the Gafpel ^ 

^<>mmyr(^f Rsaking ic as eTidenr as t^ Light ; . 
whereas before it was raiher ^i(hed fororh^n c^- 
tain , as was the fHK^ of the^ieameas z or imnoli 
involv d la Types, 4s ampog the Je'my fifK' 
44 }, drc. So that R^yjclaiion,, of which lp?t 

U>evtt It is» is ^u{lenla£^^ly atujir PiMy from 



9 



». 



••'> 



Ml 



m^^m 



rfMMW 



^iiiJL 



to 



the Pofihilityy Exfediewy, and 



y 



1. I fliall ihew the Poflibilicy of a Revelati- 

-on, and that Almighty God, if he To pleaCes, 

can fb Reveal himfelf to %ht Creature, that the 

Greature fliaH certainly and evidently know 

that the Revelation comes from God, 

This one would reafonably think (hould need 
'no proof J. and I fliail therefore briefly touch 
vponit, that I may proceed to the Third, which 
I principally intend to make the Subjeii5t of this 
pre(ent DKcourle. 

I fay it's poflible Tor God to Reveal himfelf to 
his Creatures. - 

(i.) Why ihould this be tqueftioned^ when 
we every day fee men mutually dilcovcr their 
Minds each to Other,'and by the ufe and diredlion 
of certain Organical Powers, fignify their Inten- 
tions, Defires, and Commands ? And Why tn^y 
not the Creator Reveal his Will to the Creature, 
when one Creature thus can do it to another 5 

(t.) Why (houid this be queftioned, when 
we may by certain Evidences know that a pcr- 
fon is (ent from God ? And then cettainly tke 
petfon that, produces fuch Evidences as are to the 
utisfa^ion of others, m^y himfelf be fjtcisfied 
of the truth of his own Gommiifion, and the 
* .certainty of a Divine Revelation. The former, 
^thatothersm^y be fatisfied concerning aMif&on ' 

ftom 
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Neceffity of DivimBjs^oelatim. ii 

£fomGoci, is evident from fuch things decUred^ 
which none but .God could Reveal^ as Prophe- 
cies ; and filch things done, which none but 
God, in man, could fio, as Nliracles, Where 
thefe are, they are as evident Proofs of k Rcve- 
iation and MiHlon from Go4« as the works of 
Creation are a Proof a Divine Agent. The work* 
of Creation prove a jjod, becaufe they drc wor- 
thy of iuch ^n Infinite Caufe, and what nont 
but fuch a Caufe could produce : And when 
iiich things are difcovered, which none but »i 
Omni(cient Being could difcover, and fuch 
things done , which none but an Almighty- 
Power could do 5 we are, by aParity^of R.ea(bn, 
as furetha^ there is fuch a Revelation by which 
fuch things a^re inade known, and id cbofirmatioa 
of which iuch mighty Works are done. 

(J.) If this be queftioned, it mud be frotn a 
deficiency in God to impart fuch a Revelation to 
inan ^ or that there is an incapacity in. ma a to ire- 
ceive if . But how can God*s Power herein be 
queftioned that he can Operate thu$ on theSouL 
when he both Created it, and is thoroughly ac- 
quainted wich all theCecret fpriogs pf Morion, 
all the tendencies and inclinations , all the 
thoughts and defires of it, and confeqaently muft 
be fuppoftd to have a Power of directing it as he 

C V pleafes? 
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pb^ftsf AxHi/liQV tanrthene be ao^ .ifiQ|)ft(»&f 
ioinftiSy when as to the snktt) be' em b^cb ve» 
cebeit^ and deliv^ ic as he receive^ $ and as 
to the rnamter, it's in a way Aiiuble CO htl Facial* 
ties, and is therefcnre. call'd^e, Cbd*^ fi^^fs^ 
•o die Pfopheti^ which is lb as th< oeber mif 
vnderftand. 

This is a matter fo evident, that ic has beeo 
geoeraliy believed thcougboutthe world amotig^ 
the Heathens .; and cherefose nothing more cona- 
mon than tb have Oracles, Places vvhere tbey 
«veie wont to cQnHik their Deities^ as tveU 9S 
die Jems had theirs : A SubjeA . I am noic,. ac 
pteient concerned in , but its ftiificienc jt6 
ihew what has been the (cnfe of all Ag/ss 
in- this a&i And which even thofe tkic 
would call this in qoeSton, in part con(ent to, 
while they grant (bniewhat equivalent cp ic^if not 
a branch or it, I mean Prophecy '; which when 
k falls not within the Power of aay Natural 
Caufei, is theprodudlof what is Supernatural^ 
and what the Prophet mnft then receive from a 
h^her hand, God. 

Giant thts> and the whole will follow ; £br if 
k be po£SUe in ond cafe, it's ,poffit>le in all, <!o 
one and theiame Infinite Power. 
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J. I am to Confitlcr the Expedience, lifeftH- 
neft, ahdHeceffity of a Rcvefetiwt; for Aat i^ 
here (ujipofbd, ,whcn it's faid i God /pake h time 
fdfty ^admthefelafl: iaj/s'i that is^ firom the be* 
ginning of the world to tBat time. 

^ow Revelation is a means extraordinary (as 
has been (hewed ) and confequently (uch as the 
means are, inch miift the cafe be, extraordinary j 
for God, not doing any thing in vain, cannot be 
fuppofed to ufe extraordinary means, where the 
eaie is ordinary , and may as well be fervcd bf 
ordinary means. Thus it is in.Miracles, which are 
a^s above the common ftandard of Nature , 
and are then only exerted, whea noththg le($ 
will engage the Attention or Faitfi of Mankind. 
And ip it is in'Re velation ^ wjiich is to the Light of 
Keafon, what Miracles-are to the common Law 
df Nature, Supernatural and Extraordinary; and ^ 
confe<quently where Almighty God takes thjic 
courfe lor the Information of Mankind, it (hews 
that there is fbine deficiency or corruption thaic 
calls for itj ^nd makes it expedient and necef^ 
fary. As it was with Jdam at his firft Cfeation, 
who being an utter ftranger to himfelf, and the 
world h^ was at once brought, into, without 
Ibme further kind of rnformation, tndead of a 
pleafure be might have taken in viewing the gto- 

C % ^nouis 
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nam f abrick of the Heavens, andthe variety oF 
Cteacutes in the Eartt^ muft have been fall of 
Amazement and GfOilufion. For in fo wide a 
Scene as was befoce him, Where muft he begin, 
or where could he hope to end > How divided* 
tnuft he be in his.own Mind?Whac a cold and dry 
Speculation would it have been„i£ he had hit up^ 
on it, to, have concluded , with that Modern 
Philofophety OfffOy erpt Jumi, J thiak, therrforc 

laml 

He iad^ fekhimfeir tobe^ but howhe came 

^a be, he knew, not ;. for he: (aw nothing about 

him that cpuld either be fuppofed to have given 

him that Being,or couldtell him how he came by. 

it. He faw he had a Body, and a Body that 

oblequioyfly. moved as he. pleafed to ditei^and 

determtnei but wiiat, that Body was originally 

made of, he could . not po^fibly tell : For how. 

could he iuppoie fuch warm,. (oft, and tender 

Fledi, the& firm and. well compacted. Joy ats, 

tbo(e radiant and (parkiing Eyes- ( which be had 

as other living Cteatures) that moveable and 

limber, and weli-complexionedmatter of which 

his Body confided , fliould be formed out of 

cold, ntioyelefs, crumbling, and ihapelels Earth i 

He^elt his Bodv move^ and pliable in alL its 
notions to hi&'Wiil, and qalck as Thoi^ht to an-* 
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fwer bis Mind , but what chat inward; Principle 
' Wfls'tha&moved it^ he was wholly ignorant ; nor. 
could he poffibly, pf himfelf-at that inftanty con?, 
ceive that there w^s an inward- Inamaterial Spirit 
chat was vitally United to a Grofs and. Material^ 
Body,, that was the Principle of- all ,. and was' 
as^iftin^ from the Body in it's Natuceand Suh^. 
fi(lence> as if it were not United at alLto ic».. 
He m^ht oblerye, the Creatures about him o£{ 
different forts, that there were certain Notes that; 
each Kind had, and all were known and under- 
fEopd among themlelves ;.. but that notwithftand*^ 
ing theyxwere.idl,dutnb ta-hini,ahdiie to them ;,» 
and what it was that made the difierence, hev 
could rK>t undeiftand. When he pleaied him- 
(elf in the Contemplatipnof theH^ayeos above, , 
andr that- glorious .Lumina;^ , that g^ve (as. he., 
perceived) Lighbt.to all. about him ; he coukf. 
not tell whether it was an intelligent Being) ..and^ 
that as it gave Light to all, fo it was Supjscior to.' 
them ; , And when that ^tty he knew not but he . 
was to be indofed. in perpetual D^rknefs. WJiean 
a heavy Stupidnefs began to feize himfelf , and I 
he wasforced to fubmit to the ppwer of .it , . he" 
knew not butit was to.end that Life, which was> 
that day began,,and that he was to cloTe his Eyes ,, ^ . 

j^id conclude his Life tc^fther*. ' 

' ' ~ '■ So-> 
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So chat though he had what we call ReafoO) 
^d fappo^ it as his Body, iit^ its prime j fet 
eve^that Keafbn muft have been his Tornwift 
for a while ; when it ihade hkn id^ificive, biir 
coutd not give him iatisfa^ion. 

To prevent which difotder and xfonfiifion he 
wiould otherwi(e be in, at the firft opening cff 
liK Eyes and his Mind together, as it was necef- 
fary that he that was to begin the world,Qiould 
be Created in a full Age and Strength -, and chac 
he that was albne, ihoutd have a present power 
and faculty of Elocution and forming of Words 
for the Converfktion he was to have with the 
HHp dedgned foir him ; fo it was requifice thac 
hemoald have fome immediate Infpiration, to 
inform him of what was neceflary for him to 
know as to God, himfelf, and the World; and 
which he eould not have known without iiich 
Infpiration , or the flow and tedious compais 
6f Obfervation j and fo muft have waited fcM-ik- 
tlsfa^bn oil time and experience had formed 
his Judgment, and made him « wile Philofo- 
phcr,, ■ l ■ 

But thiis Jiam was at the fitfl ^ and {o 
forthwith knew whom it was that he was to 
^owii as the Author of his Being, and of what his 
Body was made, and iby what means an Int^li- 
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giant %HHt;oa«nc to lie maloiedi in i MiceciM JBo- 

d^ ; -aodcookl as ibon ileioivp all thofe^KU'pkx* 

ing doubts, wkfdicB^jrwiie be vw>uld have ^en 

a£uixed jsrith, as^ undi?r0ood ac ^rft %hc 

.that£l» it>dtf bone of Ins hotte 'yiAftii kvi^w kow p 

give . Hames to the Creatures fakAbk to (kctr 

Hattsres, . Gi»f a. ' ijp, a 2 . 

'. But ftow«die rea(dns tor (uicb aa Ini^ir acion to 

Jdam '!mtc perfbfiai^ belonging to . bim alope ,* 

hm afiei what maonet the Divtae Wifdom 

would have knpined the Knowledge of . it felf 

to Jdam*s Pofterity, if he and ^hey bad flood 

and contaoued in aftate c^ Primogetiial Inno- 

cency j or whether there would, , in cbofib Ck- 

;CUi»ftanoes,. have been any need of a,Sttperitt« 

turai lofpiration a£ber the Ricvekciioa.made to 

Jdofttf firons whom they might have Infallibly 

received it ; ho more concerns us, than it. doitn 

to. know bow Mankind woul<d\then have been 

-diipoied of when they . wei e not to Dye , but 

to have ftiiaQfted in the fame St^e, Bddy and 

Soul iiifeji^rably Hotted : Thofeareamot^the 

/ecret thingi which belong unttGedi haxt.tho^f rt- 

■yeialedbelmxiintous, 

W^muft thecefote alter the Scene, andcotf- 
Hder Mankind in a State of Imperfe&ioa and 
Depravation J and there we (hall find Kevela- 

tlott 
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tion abfolutcly neceflary as a remedy agatnft a 
fourfold Mifchief, which , without it, would 
unavoidably enfue j As wiihrcfpcdtto the Cob- 
* fuiion Jtldtn was in by rcafon of Guilt} T he Dan- j 
ger he was in from his Emmy, The Subtile and ^ ] 
Malicious Serpent ,♦ The Ruin that thrcatned 
him from the irajpotency and dilbrder he found 
in his Faculties j which tike a Diflocation in the 
Limbs, though fit in themfclves for A^on, yet 
being removed out of their Sockets are not ca- 
^pable of diicharging thieir FunAions. 

This being the State of Fallen Man, there . 
was need of a Supervenient Revelation to reco- 
ver him, as well as it was the determination of 
-the.Divine Goodnefs to deiign it, 

Theie was need of thiis to comfort him under 
the fenfe of his Apoftacy and the Guilt he had 
^ontra^ed, to prevent his Defpair : To fortify 
' him againil the power of his iniblent ^nd tri- 
umphant Advcrfary, and to aid him- under hfe 
contraded difabiiity, for preventing hisDifcou- 
ragement : And to caution him agamfl: the fad 
efte<as of his Depravation, or the falling into a 
repetition of a liew difbbcdierice, for preventing 
iiis Prefiimption. 
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For the(e Rea(bn$ Almighty God Co Coon inter* 
poicd ia the Oarden by a new Revelation of 
Hiniielf, and ftiftru<Sted him in his gracious deKign 
to reftore iiim to Favour,, and in the method he 
woidd obierve For that purpo(e,inwiiat he faith to 
^e Serpeiit, Getui^-t^iJwtUpuf^nmtjhetwsenfbee 
andthe womarty itnd betuteen thy fied and her feed : it 
Jhail brmfe thy heady and thw fhalt hmfe his heel, • 
'■■ Thus the Qotpel WftsPreached to Ajdanty wiio 
wa^'th^firft Prc^hec CO whom the My Aery of 
Salvation was revealed ; to which thofe places 
inthe?sfe» teflofhetit feem to refer, Luke i. 70. 
jU he fiakefy the ffiouth of) his My ^rophetr fince the 
~TiH>tl'di«^arii «7' «l^>v($it^ . from die beginning, Co 

This was the icrafe oi AdcaHy and the exigence 
he would have been inj> without this immediate 
atid comfortable Revelation. ' 

And' 'the Condition of his Pofterity would 
have been worfe than hiis, without a Revelation } 
had this Revelation died with this their Pro- 
genicor, and not have been tranimitted to 
them. 

For be(ides the ftate of Guilt, which muft 
cquailf have invaded them as it did him, and 
what Confcience in them could no more quietly 
digeft, than in him ,• there were (everal difad- 

D vin- 
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vantages tb«y UbDure^ ttQ<kf, wUchl^^idnpc. 

As tC we confickr Jd4m in a hatf Sc^te of Na« 
tate ( wtthottcany SoperoMuca! provtH^nJ he 
had chis aidv^oi^e »hoY«hH PbftevHy, ch^ic be* 
log Cteacedjb &lulk Age> he wm fiee from all 
prepofi^ufliofia of Senfe or.E^ucaiu^m ^ and ii> ifae 
&ft moment of his Being, bad bis Reaibn cleat 
in the fetuntain of tc^ Uke nbe Sto in m Misifidiaii 
Glory ^ and alibis FMttlmbtigfar^ andasfipe' 
at onoc foe Qbfervadoni and Reffe^ion, a$h«a^ 
Body was. for Ai^ioa 

But Ua Pofteitc^r giowiag up iironK cbeif loh 
£uicy among fenubJb Qb^da, fim$ theace 
VK>u)d (ill a ioeer fiourTe, (R KaK&rQ> baVe i:«- 
ceived all their Information ; and by Aow de- 
gce«9 fxona things Vi^B^le , ffwft have aipDed 
cbiea^vea into the Belief of things IdYiuble ; 
and from the EfTedbs of a Supeeme CSi«&> 10 the 
Supceme Cauie it ^If ^ wbiel^ in die Apfi^le's 
Words* JSU 17. t7» vrodd be to>^ *J^ iwi^ if 
h^lyitfHy might fiselri^ter kititf £ inhMfiamn^f as meo: 
h^vodtm^m thQ^ixk"} and /hti^^himi 

In fuch danger would the fimdatnenul Pnnci- 
ples: of Na^ral R^igion have beett, tf there 
bad been no Revelation to prevent it t And this 
was tjbe reaTon of fitcb a pwm&Hk by Inspired 
Perloiis. (<^ pre(e£¥e tboTe Principles altve and 
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{i^i of thenqmbetdf'^hoitai^MisjLceouiited, 
iltid therefore called a Pr^|)hec, I»^e iy .5 o add 
Biiw^i J»k 1 4. and No4^ t ^et. x, %, 
^ ButilowastheRaysof theSun, the farther 
they ire projeAcd, grow weaker and'^vt^aker i 
fo it was m* the tierivattpfi of thefe ?rintipje$, 
wfiich loft very much of their primitive lyftre j 
ttA tidewithftitidiiig the certainty of the evt- 
detidepthe credlbitity and, authi^iey of th<^ 
Holy l^atifettiHii' Vice, Kke a deluge, 'btoke in 

OpOfl tfie Wotidy (b that .ever; ma^netMii oftlk 
thoti^i ^ tkir htdrts ,f ^ertetaJiy (peaking ) 04!f 

And'if ;iicitv T^^tftT-tfei w^la^etdlkjdd, aii4 
iKenUiidh ttcotiitd kfy the Attchbiity of &cb 




; hadfceito H6 Ttich R^elaiiioh/ it nb iotth tCitfai 
An<J tfiiis tlne.Wwid W^ Towi Tehfible 6f altet 




in tfcdr feveraf tJftiperffofti, fot w'ant<^f a Keve- 
lat^itf^ -iS^y Ijbflte fdift bf tlie tttie a^ftd great 
ftffecipl^ WPfldigiik j' foiAe, aithtj Cmam, 

c^'joiPthe tfcavttily Bodies^ oth«f$ f>laciiig 

D 1 thcif 
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the» R,e%ton iivrkliculpus and opprobrious- Sq* ' 
perditions^ SLStheE^jptitm} others plea6 tig 
chem(elve» in nice bilputations, aiv] th^ Y^niry . 
pf new-difcovered, Deities and Religions ^ as 
the Greeks : And aU adt^ng in Divine matcep^,;^ 
if <they were in inextricable LabyriatHs,l>eiqg 
diftra^ed, and eternaUy divided, about theOrir 
gine of' the World, whether ^ were Eteisial, pr 
Accidental, or the Produd of a: PHrinePowerj 
ab^uc the Origineof Evil $. abpuc the Govern^ 
ment of, the World, whether It be bytdiilfT<eoc 
Deities, Clood or Evil j or ^heth^f bf ^oae,^biic 
be wholly Afted 1^ thel^ity of^hane?,/©? 
^he iqarmiuhle Law o£ Dei^qy and fatp^ 

So. thae. in proccls.^ time- the, Wprl4 Jf^ 
brou&ht into^he cpnditiqn.p^ Ej^fuf^^^^^s^Jhinf^i 
;u. that OAceIvi.4theadyaflR|ge4i)4 i)leife«pfl^^ 
Sighc^ bub upon the oppoucioo onade to St. f^^ 
iminediatelji there fell on him a mijl and a darkneii^ thai 
he mnt ahoHtfifkir^/pittf to lea^ hjpffy^fhe h^ntL - Toa 
(flefe ^,ft^pi«ienj:ation of, the ^o^Kjifion? ofMari^ 
^bd in thac.t>e^{^a(ie.Scate,. whobeauie-thax 
wbe^jh^ hte».Q.od.y\ thej glorified inm not 4*Gr«d— -- » 
hvi fi^cmeiyMn m tmr intonations ^ tkeirfoflijh hisar$ 

msdarhted^ Rom« I. ai.. Of wm<^'darkpeii5a9<| 
(Confuiion in niatters^olE tiie,greatej[| ioipbruncey 

idbe:Worid,dbeCoinmoaaky astwdl} astihe Philot 
V . > iophicait 
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fophical part • of Mankind ,■ was ieofible, and 
of the neceffity of a Revchitic», of Tomewhat 
beyond Nature, Rcifbn and Argumentation, to 
fcmove thefe difficulties j to inforni them of what 
they could not. orfierwifc know, af^^i to clear 
UD to ttenivwhat they.di<hkn6W l)iit.iqfjpct-» 




Of' which 1 i^all oiler, fcasse^^uadeniayie ItL^ 



. - « 
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ftasices.-.'' ^ ' ''•■• 

•.I. They' univerlalljrcoihplatncdof iHe; lofi 

they w«re at, and of the filfiifficicticy' of kllihcir 

Ma»ms and FxincipJes,* of; all their Enquiries 

aad Speodarioiis; togii^d them^aay tolerabk. fa- 

tislTa^ibn f fo that' tftey wet6 in . oothte^ ftipuft 

iivided, thaiv about wfet Hap^cfe ii ,: ai 

Sts^Ju/im frcmi' jKtri«.feasilie*!d : :> Andthicefiaue 

there was fofaiewhaft further ncceffafy> to i^tisfy^ 

thein, ot clfft they, ^ufli for dv^i tenwM unfa-. 

;:.;i; There was nothing mord defired- thainca 
ftevdatiohjl and Ihcfefo^e t^feey; w^m>wmfi: «>. 
hearken to all pieicncei toit 5 and whea ' thdy. 
conceived, or wcre'im^dd to believe iiiwasa. 
Revelation, thiey w^re-tqi nothing mpre.obfe* 
quious :aod pliable^ S<ie thaf.tovgftio Authbrtcyi 
to his Laws, ahd to keep the Peppb Qjyet > ;indr 
Osderly^ iiHmTmi>Ums did then. istsMabimpit 
. r ' ■ ' ■ ^ '. ' latter 
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latter years ) IprfRend ire liad all by Reveiatiori 
from the 'lkftt\fh E^a^' And o£ fucK Auth^b 
ricy was this pretence, that as Tulfy faidiy^Ihtrt 
was wthinz f> ^nrdwHch ma mt mmtmed by fmn 
»/ the Thihfipbers 3 Co I may fay. There wasno? 
thing iaioolifliy or wicked^ which was not an 
ingredient in the Worfliip they gave to. ^eit 
Deities. .lafonuich, as the naturie!<>(. things 
fhould be perverted , Reaibh and Husaukf: 
(hould be atixndoncd, ;and Cod faimiHrbe mode 
worfe tfaao ihofe th^it'Woriliipped hiniy in coni" 
pliance with their pretended. Revektsods. 

What Bealftiaiity and LewdtteGiiwhiir Si^ivftge 
and B4ibancKis:F^adi)efi and Rices wtete allowed 
and lequired! The Blood of Captives, ami 
of dieir own Children, ffioft be a Ltbatiotr • 
nay , even Suicide was not only: Honour-r 
ablcy buc < a: Religioiis Martyrdonne , if the 
Oracle commanded it; and they chofe fathec 
10 b^ unnaxurai CO the higheft degeee., than 
not cobe Obedient CO Diviae Revelation. KoW 
of what Mithoricy itinft that be, wluch fixMU 
over* rule the Laws of Hatwe, aodfb infouate 
M^mkin^, that tbey (bouid not be able to efpjr 
the Impoftufe ? Ai^ wBac cooid thios ianpo^ 
uponeheni, if they were norfenfible of the int* 
perfedl iUre tihey were in/ and die need they 
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ft<^ in.bf fqiive. higher Pikicipk and, greater 
Light to dke& thei% tbaa tb^^rof Nature ^ 

V* There isfas no ' Natjon .wicbouc a Re- 

veUtioa » that U ,1 .withoot ioose pretence to 

jCy.and which they generally vouched ioi 

theiir Jlitef and Religious Qbiecvanc^Sj: from 

whence it was that there was- Sarcely a 

people ef ;u|iy note in the more Civilized. 

parts of the World that had not their Sii^Is, 

loch as were, accounted xq^ ,be . the .oiottth ^f 

their God j. to be fiire none ia any part of 

che ktK>wn world without an Oracle, that 

they i^cpf ired to , and. whofb bi^im^ons 4)ey 

rdidiljr: r QJbeyed. rThe u(e I-iaake .of aU 

fhis ijr^^o thpitf „ what a^^a^ Mankind had 

of a;Rev4^ipfi.„i and what all the World 

ha$^^, thoMghfi' C^xpecbent , if not ^eeeti&ry,, 

whiah, wa$ .the t|^|f|g to^ be. proved, _ , 
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Frofi^ what has been, faid, we may ^ 
icrve, ■, • .. ; 
^, I. What a Happidie& It is ta have a^ Re- 
velation, by which Mankind are krm^. out of 
.darknejs mta a nMrVillom 6^i and Ttom> an 
endlefsand fruitlers Enquiry, f^w^/ySkv 4ts 
atty^goodi are placed in a quiet apd fiiU p6(^ 
^fciOion of it. if there be na Revelatioo^ we 
- are. 
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are, as it were, with id Qoel m the world \ and 
know ribt whetfier that Divine Power be bin 
Friemi or our Enemy ; or whether it ihaW be ex* 
erted to our Good orour Ruiae. If the;p6 .be 
no Revelation, "tfeareftiBinourfinSy aiid biave-no 
Sao^uary againft the acculation of oiir d^n cm- 
'bittered Confcicrices, the fears of our own guilty 
Minds, or the Juftice of an incenied Deity. If 
-there be no Revelation, we have no Imj^, andcao 
hiav^ n6 corirffert in Otir Death, and no alTuriuice 
cf Imttiprtality after it. Jf there be no Revela- 
tion, we are' in a perpetcial maze,, as if W^ were 
at'Sea withboc Star or Compais. and ktieW not 
what ' cdurle 'to take td-'^iAn our Hafbbuh' - So 
thoughtful and penOve, To conToundect ami loft 
is Mankind withont this; thatt if I were t^ chde 
whether I woald h^ive hb Revelation, .or a- falfe 
one, for the quieC of tny own mind <'dfd' I be- 
lieve the falfe one to hie true ) I would rathei 
chufethecohtentof the latter, than the diftraifth 
oji of the former, and leivc it to my own reafoo 
to rectify the manrfeft' nliftakes m it, rather than 
have my hovering Reafon to be rtiy conftant af- 
fli^ion under the wjint of Rcfyelation. 

But BlefTed be God that there is no cauic foi 
filch a ru^|)ofitibn, and that we have all the rea- 
fon in tfih world ro believe there is a Revelat;ioo; 

a Re- 
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^ Revekdon that is Kich as all Mankind would 
defire, that touches upon all points nedcflary to 
Qur comfort and entire (atisfa^^ion , as to the 
Nature and Will of God, the Prefent and Future 
State of Mankind,, the Providence that Go- 
verns this World, and the Rewards of ano- 
ther.- A Revelation, where all the parts of it 
agree ] together, and hear a conformity to the 
Nature of things, to the Holtnefs, Judice, and 
Mercy, of God, and to the R^afon of Mankind j 
where there is a Syftcm of the beft Principles, 
and a Scheme of the bed Rules and ; Dire^ions ; 
aiid which, like the Etobk of Nature, the more 
it s viewed and confulted , the more do the lively 
Charaders of a Divine Hand and Wifdom ap- 
pear in the Compofiire.. 

A Chara^er this is that the Book of Scripture 
exa^ly anfwers. For'what hply Precepts ! what 
heavenly Promifes ! what ufefiil Examples! 
what excellent Encouragements do the Sacred. 
Pages abound in ! Such as are iufficient to direct 
lis in every point of our Duty, to inform ufin 
every neceffary Truth, t9 eftabliili our Hearts 
in ^.ery condition of Life, to enable us to en- 
counter all the difficulties of it with Refblutioa, 
and to bear all the evil of it with Patience. 
Here behold God Recorrcilfed to M ankihd , the 
^ ' E trembling 
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trembling Sitiner ?2x,6ime^y the W^ak|Gi%^5 
e3, the Doubtful fatisfied, aqd nptHiog- wanq^g 
pa Go^'spart to makeus Happjr, if yi^4U:c oot; 
wincing in a iic. difpofition. .9f'Mia,d <cp it^ 

ceive it. ■ •; *• . ^ ••, 

$0 that if there be aoy Revclatidni it is ck& 

Chriftianj if that be not a Kevelatian from 

God, there Is no Revelation in the World ,• I^ 

if thacbeaRevelatibn, that only is io, andtbene 

can be no othier* 

n. Such4s the Kevelatpon is, fuch is the dj>- 

ligation )- 4ihe Authorify it teceives ironi; God, 

the Ol^igation lies upon us^to Obey as well at 

Believe it. The tunes of ignorance God "innkjei at , 

and overlook'd \ hut »o> he couamnditb all men 

gytry tfhere to re^t, A^s 17.. jo ; He hath com- 

mandedthetn by a Revelation, which is of muf 

verfal concernment, and extends its Authoiity 

over the World. So that a Bad man is no better 

or fafer for a Revelation, how perfe^ fbever it 

be, and how great (bever the advantages of it 

are, than he that is without Revelation ; nay, 

(6 much, the worfe, as the latter is a date of Uo' i 

belief, the former of Diibbedieoce ^ this errs 

without his will, but the other with it. And . 

therefore if the Heathens, who had only the 

Book of Nature to read, and a blundering Rea- 

foft 
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ion for thdiGiude^ were yet fo far inexcuiable^ 
because that when theykntm God, they glorified Mm 
not as God, Rom* i . 2 1 . How fhdl we efcape if we 
negleft/ogreat Salimtmh J wJ^M tbe.fitfimatjpahm 
hy tk Lordy and wase o nfime dfy ihofe4h4iit he ^ rdhim j 
God alfo bearing them witnefsy&c, Heb.i* }, 4. 

/ What remams then, \>\it^ctthej&race of God^ 
in the Revelation of the Gof pel t hath appeared unto 
all men, that we be thereby taught jp^en^ mgo^ 
mff apdtti(ikrlMji U^tiAndt^Mefih'erly, r^eoufly^ 
Mdj^iuililyin,ihisf^i^ -. Afid-theq Wl^ixiay> 

c^mforta^bly Mf4rthAthie^.h^^^^l<miai 
A^earirig oftHegrea. God,.jmd ottr 'fdlH^uh -Jff^ 
Chrifl, whogaVe himfetf for tis, 't%at he might rediem 
mfrotb dl initfrnty, ^ndpuc^fi^ s^^hhpft^s fe^ 
Uar people, ^alous (f good works. Tic. 1*11.. . 



»? 



Finis. 



r 

I 



► / 



t * 

^ 






4 • • «• 



W . ^ A. 



■^ * 'O^ 



0' V . 



V- 



' v< >^ « A 



A 1 » t « 



» • ^ 



* rf 



. • \ \ 



• N 




4 .« « • # 



^ -- • 



•♦V 



V » 



l*ii»i 



^ 



«i^M» 



♦ » * . J ^ 



:^ 



^0oib !Prifffe«r /or Rtcliard: Chifw^U <M ThoiiSSts 



r 




♦ »• 



■ » t*" ♦ • 



t> l^btmi^s Hiaorical CoUe^yom : the Third Ftrt 
^^ ia Two Volumes : Coatainiog dK Priodpftl mac-' 
ten \iiMch happened from die Meetii^ of die Parlia- 
menty NcvMerj^ i6^. to the end of'^cbe Year* ( ^449 
ip^herein is a^ particular Account of the Rife aodPrpgrcS 
pf die dvUWfirtP Aw Period. Fol. i^pa. :*^ 
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Dr. Jtlbk Cofuinfs Secoaoos, 0£bvo. PaUiifaedbv: 
Dr. WiMtms. 
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G^^ »»fo at fundry times , /^ J in divers 
manners ffaf^ in time fa!i unto the Fa- 
thers hy the Prophet Sy bath in theje lafi 
dap ffo^ntmto us hy his Son. 

;N which Words I have obfep* 
ved there is, 

I. A Defcripdon given of 
Revelatioii, 'tis^ God's J^^ 
eg, and <fcclaf ing bi» Wi41 to 
Perfpns eho^ for that pur*, 
pofe; 

II. The Cirtamy. of it } 'tis by way of De- 
elaration,, and taken fo« granted, G^dTtfh at fim^ 
dry times, and irLdiVers mtnners , fpak^, ^c. 

III. The Older obferved in deliveriM this^ 
Revelation J it W2is at fundry times, and in divers, 
manners: In time paft by the Tro^xts^ ^nd in the. I aft 
days by his Sotu It was an>><uiMpukt. in partS) and in fer 
vcral Periods and Manifeftations, and-^A^Teftjavy 
by Illapfes, Vifions, Crc. 

lY. The. Pcrfeaioa and Coa^lufion of alJ; 

A I 'tis. 
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'tis in the laB days hy his Sow; //;* Heir of ail 
things f &CC. 

Under the firft I have (be wed, 

1. What we mean by Revelation, incontra- 
di()ii^^ion to Natural Light. 

1. The Poifibility of ic. 

^.. The Expedience, Uiefulnefsj and Necef- 
fityof it* - . 

It is the Second I am to proceed to, Vi;^. The 
Certd'mty, 

Under which I (hall (hew, 

I. That God has reveal'd him(clf ; or chac 
there has beetl (uch Revelation. 

II. The Difference between Pretended and 
Real Revelation. 

in. That the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teftament contain fuch a Revelation; and Have 
upon them all the Charaders neceffary aiid be- 
longing to (uch Revelation. 

I. That there has been a Divine Revelation. 

What I have principally in my eye is the 
Proof of the Divine Authority of the Holy Scri- 
ptures i but for the prelent I (hall lay that a(ide, 
and take my ri(e towards it from fuch general 
Principles and Oblervations as are founded upon 

Reafon; 
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Reafon 5 or fuch particular fnftances and Mat- 
ters of Fadt as manifeftty proceeded from Revc- 
Ution. 

And accordingly I Xhall dilpofe of what I 
have to fay in Proof of it under thefe Four 
Heads ; as we have for it, 

1 . A Rational or Moral Evidence. 

2. A Natural. 

5. A Traditionary or Teftimony. 

4. A Supernatural. 

Brjiy Moral, Where in the firft place I take 
for granted what I have before proved, yi^^^.Thsit 
a Divine Revelation is Expedient, Ufeful, and 
Neceflary ; and upon that Suppofltion (hall at- 
tempt to prove the Certainty of it. 

J acknowledge, where the Neceflity is created 
by our own fault, there lies no obligation upon 
the Creator to provide a Remedy ; and fince the 
Necefllcy Mankind is now in, proceeded from 
their Apoftacy, that Neceffity can in reafon be 
no juft Plea for it, nor a fufficient Excufe in the 
want of it. When Man was created in fuch a 
ftate as made Revelation a neceiTary Help to hi» 
Reafon, God immediately afforded him fuch an> 
extraordinary Manifeftation of himfelf: But 
when he forfeited that Divine Gift, he could 
iuve na allowable Right ot Claim to ic ; For to 

— him 
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hhn that hafhy ^nd im)>roves what he h&th, flfoM 
hfpvin ; l>ut to inm tht hath not, aad cakes no 
care to preferve and improve»it, may juftly fee 
defnied what w>as otherwife fie and neceffaiy for 
hittitohftve. 

This indeed is the Caie, if Tigoroofly ftated $ 
but confidering the miserable Circumftances 
Mankind were in after the Fall^ more e^cklly 
through want -of a Revelation, ms may jvafona- 
bly conclude, That the Goodnefs of «God WAuld 
no leis Midline 'him to grve it , dian if iie thad 
heen obliged vo it -by a fpecial 'Grant, iPromife, 
or Covenisen c. Decrees -are Secrets look'd iii|> in 
the Bread of Almighvy ^od \ and whatever 
Good is therein intended, how beneficial rfiiervet 
tliey-tnay be in the E?vent, y4:t:alford iao.5&tif- 
hdiion to us, till thty are cypened ^nd seveailed : 
And tho the(Redempcion'<^f Mankind -wefe -de- 
creed, and -w&ie.accMding ro'CircinnftBru:es4o 
operate, land in due feaifon -co be'fiilkyci^eomed, 
yet what wouldThey ha<vebecn thebeitei:,rif:fot 
4000 Years together that Decree had kyrbiil'in 
the Bofotn of the •Father, and the Etecaehadme- 
Terbeen a Promife, and that. Proonfe had .never 
before that time been reveal'd.unwchem ? So 
that bad we no fuch Promife upon .record, as 
Ihtfad'of'th Tiroman flnll htufe the ftrpent's .head ; 

yet 
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yet however, we might be as fure that there 
was fome^ch kind of Revelation made to jJam^ 
fome Promife of Forgivenefs , when God did 
intend to Redeem him and all Mankind, as there 
was a Design to Redeem them : It being as ne- 
ceffary toward their prefent Comfort to have a 
Revelation of that Mercy in their Redemption , 
as Redemption it ielf was neteifary toward their 
Happinefs. 

And this will farther be confirmed, if we cotf. 
ilder what has been before proved in the former 
Difcourfe, That all men have had aSenfe of the 
Want of a Revelation ; and have been poCTeis'd 
With an earneft and impatient diefire of obtaining 
it ; which being a defire becoming Human Na- 
ture, u(eful andfit to be cheriQi'd, it is not to be 
conceived, that where there is providon made to 
anfwer all (enfible and natural Appetites 
throughout the Creation^ that this no lels im- 
portunate, tho (iipervenicnt Delire, fliould have 
no regard paid to it, but be fufFered, like ^tna, to 
be always burning within , tormenting , as it 
were, the Bowels 6i Mankind with an unquench- 
able Fire, or an unfatiable Defire of knowing 
what was not to be known, and of obtaining 
what was not to be obtained. This is a State 
that the Confideration of God's Goodnefs will 

B not 
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noc 2(dmit uj| to fupfnoie I and wf mud therefore 
nec^ITaiily conclude , Tbat the {ame Diviae 
Power and WilHom chAt nude Man a Keafooar 
ble aad Inqiiinetve Being, aod has allowed ham a 
World of Wonders co employ cli^c Faculty in the 
Comenilplation of, iiach alio provided for ebat 
Noble Defire of knowing what the Will of his 
Maker is ,^ and what relates to his .own Eternal 
Welfare j and that is,by a Revelation. Indeed with- 
OUftlM, 'tis with him as with one that is born 
Blind y that whatever other Evidence he may 
i^ve of the Being of a God, wants one of the 
sntoiS convincing of aU, which is, The Wonders 
of aft Aliinighiy Power and lncon>prehenHble 
Wtfdom, coftfpicuous in the Frame of. Nature, 
And theviiible pares of the. Creation : So what- 
ever Senle men, ihac have only Rea(bn for their 
Guide, may have of the Meccy and iGoodne^ 
of Cod i whatever they may obferve in the 
Courfe of his Providence to confirm them in the 
Belief of it; whatever Hopes they may have 
of it, from the general Notion of the Divine 
Nature J whatever Defire they n«ay have of k, 
&om a fehie of their own Miiery, yet they want, 
that Evidence of it, which, as wefindby conftant 
experience^ alone can fatisfy andcompole their 
doubtful and difiraded Minds, and that is Of 

tainty,. 
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tmtyy or, which is the fame, ^"velation, by which 
and nothing leis, that Certainty is to be attained. 
And therefotc we have juft reafbn to bcIieVeThat 
wastiot wandbg to the Fird Ages of the World : 
For the iiame leaibn we have to believe God to 
be good, the like reafon we have to believe that 
he did after that manner make him felf known in 
thofe early times from the firft to Mankind. 
' 3ut it may be (aid, Whacis all this Rea^baing 
to Matter of Fa£i: ? Foe if after all there has 
been no inch Revelation , or no Proof can be 
made of it, That is more than a Thouland Specu- 
lative Arguments lor it. AndbeEdes, luppofing 
there wHs onoe a Revelatioa, what was that to 
thofeAges and Ha«ions that afterwards wanted 
it, and were condemned ^ as it were, tofitmtUrh 
nefsf andthpfodop of death i 
• The laft of the(ie is not to be denied, and Co I 
^hall ^ft of all pon&der it« And in anCwer to it 
it iliall (tiffice to iay fix the prefedt. That if thejce 
has been (uch a Revelation made known to the 
World, and all 6xie care takeoby the Almighty 
and Beneficent Creacor &r the Pre£ervatioa of it, 
and it afterwards be damn^ed, or corrupted, <3t 
in fine utterly lofl '^ throng the Negligence or 
Perverfenefs of men themielves , the F^ult of 
the Mifcarnage wholly refis upon them. The 
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making known the Revelation, was an extraon' 
dinary Cafe, and is a voluntary A(5t of Grace 
and Favour in Almighty God; the Prefervacion 
of it is the ordinary Cafe, and belongs co Men : 
and v^hen once the Extraordinary Cafe becomes 
Ordinary, God leaves it to its proper and natural 
Courfe, to Second Caufes, to Human Prudence^ 
Care, and In(pe£fcion. 

Thus ic is with Reafbn, the Noblefl Principle 
of Human Nature, which if not attended and 
nurtured, may degenerate into Stupidity, and a. 
kind of Brutality. As it has Happen'd to (bme 
Nations in tlie Southern Parts of Africa , JTe/J- 
TartMy, and Weft-Indies , that notwithftanding the 
Chara<^ers of an Almighty Being legibly ftamp- 
ed upon the Face of the whole and every part of 
the Creation, have fo far degenerated, that it 
has been quen:ioned,^ Whether they Imve had 
any Notion or Senfe of a God, or any; (brt of 
Worfhip for him. ' And fo it is in the care before 
us t For as God bad niade a fpecial Kevelatioa 
of himfelf to Adam after as well as before the 
Fall, fo he took a very effe^ual way for the 
Conveyance and Prefervation of it, by the Lon- 
gevity of tbofe Patriarchs with whom it wasde- 
pofited , and who were to take care that ic 
might be prelerved inviolable : Three of whicb 

alone 
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alone fill'd up the fitft Period of i<5j<$ Years, 
from the Creadon to the Flood,- vi;^. Jdam^ A/e- 
thufelah^ andNod^ : So that Methufelah liyed 24) 
Years with /idanty. ( for (b old was he when ^dam 
died^; and Noah lived doo Years with Methufe- 
lah ( for fo old was Koah when Methufelah died, 
and the Flood came ). And Four again of the 
Fathers after the Flood ( tho the Extent of their 
Lives was (hortned ) fell in with the 8^56 Yeat^ 
from the Flood to the giving of the Law by Mo/es 
aX Sinai: So that Jhraham is fuppofed to have lived 
1 50 Years wkhShenL,Jacob about 20 viithJhrahamy 
Levi 6q Years with Jacoh^ and Amram the Father of 
Mofes lived in the Time of his Grandfather LeVu 

Now what courfe, in the Circumftances and 
the State the World was at that timein^ could be 
more fie, if duly observed, for conveying the 
matter of a Revelation through the feveral Pe- 
riods and Ages of the World, fo far as Perfbnai 
Teaching was fufficient I 

And efpecially, when the Things revealed, 
and after this manner to. be delivered from Age 
to Age, were of Importance fufficient,co oblige 
both Teacher and Scholar; and withal io Few^ 
as might without any Difficulty be retained. 
And therefore, i( nocwithftanding the Method 
taken by Almighty God for the regiftring what 
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he had revealed in the memories of men, and 
for delivering it down to future Ages, there was 
afterwards no care taken on their part, and no 
reaibnable provifion made for con(erving (uch 
a Revelation, but that in proceis of time, it 
wa!s either totally obliterated, or vilely corrupt- 
ed, the Mifcarriage was ( ^s I have faid ) wholly 
chargeable upon fuch as by their Negligence or 
Wickednefs made Mankind to firtj in not deliver- 
ing, or not faithfully delivering down to Pofte- 
rity what they themselves had received in its Ori- 
ginal Purity from their Anceftors. The Ciffc h 
indeed very lamentable, but what is not to b^ 
helped j without Almighty God alters the Nature 
of things, turns them out erf their proper and or- 
dinary Cour(e, and ^(Hisfolely by his own Power 
and Prerogative , either without or above the 
Agency of Second Caules. Which is no more 
with reafbnto be expected, than that when God 
has made the Earth in its own nature Fertile, and 
capable of yielding all things necelfary for man's 
(ubfiftence, with Cultivation $ that He fliould 
al(b be dbliged to continue it in the fame ftate it 
^ was c eated in j and when by the Sloth and Stu- 
DJdity of men it brought forth nothing but 
Thorns and Thiftles, fliould miraculoufly make 
every Tree that is fleafant tothe Ji^k, ani^oodfor 
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/poJ, and whatever was beneficial and neceffary, < 

to gcow out of the Gf oondy as at firft, and be- 
fore there wa& a Um t» till the ground, Now if 
this be unreafonable for Man to cxpe)5fc, k is ib 
then in the cafe of Revelation, which God had 
committed to the GuApdy of Men themfelves, 
and nude them whofe Intereft it was, to be the 
Confetvators of it. 

Having thus fat coniidered the Cafe of thofe 
that had not, or have no Revelation, I ibali re> 
turn to the Main Point, which is, To ihew chat 
there has been fiich a Re vekttbn. And that btiogs^ 
me to the 

2i>Sortof Proof, which. I call Natwfdy as it 
belongs to things Natural, ;uid is oppofed t& 
what is of mere Inftitutioo , < whkh I conceive 
to be equivalent to Revelation) : And thcfy arfr 
Speechf c&mmon Notions^ iwrlMiimlM. 

I. Speech: For wfaich there is in Man a Na- 
tural Capacity, and Organs adcmirably concri vedl^ 
and difpo&d (as we fee by experience J. Bur 
now there is a vaft difierence in that cafe betwixc 
Us and other Creatures $ for other Creatures 
have not only Organs- as .we have, &ttt^ 
for their proper Notes , but at once- have 
all thoie Organs tn Tune and in Operatic' 
on j fo that whatever they woi^ ilgnify tn 
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theit way, and according to their kind, they im- 
mediately thereby exprefs : But the the Organs 
of Speech in us are as exquifitely framed, yet w* 
gradually grow up to the uie of them ; and 
again, can never apply them, or know how to 
ule them, without fome precedent Inftrudtion. 
And therefore it has been the Opinion of many. 
That without hearing others fpeak, wc fhould 
"y.popu be eternally ditob^; and as the Experiment of 
S)«^1J ^fammeticus Kmg of %>/?( fliews f , (if true) of 
KJ^ (hutting op Two Children in feparate Caves , 
ft.e.'i. where they never heard one Articulate Word, 
and fo could ufe none. 

So that now Man mud be taught, and as he is 
taught, (b he fpeaks. But we will put thecal^ 
in which there was no Human Inftrudor, and 
yet the Perfbn fpoke as articulately, and had 
the free ufe of Words, and knew as well how 
to exprefs his mind by them from the very Erft, 
as if he had had the beft Helps for it in the world, 
and had been never Co long a time verfed and 
pra(5li(ed in it; and that Peribn was Jdantj who 
was created in a full Age, and had none before 
hipi i and yet muft as foon have Words for ule , 
and Skill now to ufe them , as he had to give 
Names to the Creatures, according to their feve- 
ral kinds. For without this, what Converfation 

could 
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could he have with Bve^ or whac ComForc could 
he take in hec prefence, (for it was noc to be 
call'd Society ) j and what a Deiedion mud there 
he in each of them , when all Creatures had 
their Notes ac^cording to the Species they were 
of, but they xhemfelves alone were mute. So 
that tho 'tis not exprefly faid, That Mam and Bve 
had any Diicourfe, yet 'tis as certain from the 
realbn of the thing, as it, is that God fpake to 
them, pr xhe Serppfit and ^ve. fpake together. 
But 'tiscertain\i^4m mufc then be felf inftrufted, 
or be inftru<5ted by God : Hemuf); then invent a 
Language of himfelf, or he muft be taught by 
bim that made him» . If Jbe wa$ ito teach himielf, 
how could he know.tli^toe was ableto fpeak i 
or how can we think He would begin his Conver- 
fation by an attempt that way ? For 'tis highly 
probable, that they would firft have began with 
dumb figns, or fome external motions (as we 
ice thofe ordinarily do, that have no Words 
which others can underftand^ ; or if he ihould 
at length have found out Hich an Expedient, and 
formed fome Articulate Sounds, yet what a te* 
dious courfe would this have been,.and how long 
before it could ber .wrought into a Language, 
that they could firft TWnK of Words, and then 
Kemembei: them, and then Ufe them, and then 
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fall into Difcourfe ? Don't we find how difficult 
it is to learn to fpeak a Language, when we have 
all Advantages for ir, by Inm-udUon and Dif. 
courfe with thofe that fpeak it? But flippofe 
Two Perfons wholly ftrangers to one another, 
and of a Language as diHerent as Chinefe and En^ 
Wfh^ fliould meet together, and be conll^ned by 
Circumftances, being without other Society , 
to converfe with each other ; tho each had a Lan- 
guage of their own, and knew how to fpeak 
and form Words for Pronunciation, yet how 
long would it be before they could fix the Words 
for it, and to have a Term for every thing they 
were to difcourfe about ; to invent and agre6 
tipon it, and then to remember them, arid then 
to u(e them ? And then much more will the di& 
ficulties inaeafo, were the(e Two in the cafe of 
A3am and £1^, and to beat out the Track which 
never any walked in before ; to invent Speech 
it felf, and Words to be (poken, and (iiffictent to 
exprets the Thoughts of each other, fo. as to 
make Company^ and that Company agreeable, 
acceptable, and ufeful. This mud have been 
the work of Time, if it had been pra^icaHe j 
and the DifficuUy'of it would have made each 
others Goimpany a Burden rather than a Plea^ 
Cure, till ilich time as they could come to a mu- 
tual 
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tual underftanding of one anothers minds' and 
inclinations. And therefore to make them meet 
Helps for each other, it was of Neceffity that 
they fhould have an, extraordinary Power com- 
municated from Heaven , and be enabled by 
ihat Inftin6b as (bon to fpeak, as the other Crea- 
tures are in a cour(e of Nature to utter (iich 
Voices as areHiitable to their kind, or as Man- 
kind are CO exprefs their Paffions of ]oy or Sor- 
row, by Laughter or Tears. 

So that 'tis not without reafon, I rank^ the 
Gift of Speech among chofe things that are of a 
pivine Infiifioa, and fo equivalent to Revela- 

• U. Another Induce of this kind,' iiswhat i$ 
uiually called Common Motions, or Natural 
Ixnpreffions : Common T^tionSy becaur<$, they are 
common to all Mankind j and KtUurd Jm^f' 
fiottSy becaule they are concelv'd not to be aci^ui- 
ted by any^Hiuman MctftiS', fuch as Educi^iofli 
4nd Inftru^ion, Obfepv^ion and Experienee ; 
buc are imprinted on our Nature by an Immedi- 
aieand Supernatural Power. 

.That there are fiich Notions as all Mankind dc> 
Agree in, is undeniable ; fuoh as the Beli^ of ia 
God, an Adoration to be given eo him ; and' that 
there is an t&nthl difference betWeei)^Good and 

C 1 Evil, 
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Evii, (6 chat Good cannot by any art or endei- 
vour be made or eftccmed to be Evil,- nor Evil 
Good : For as the Natures of the things then>- 
felves cannot be altered j fo neither can our Con- 
ceptions of them. 

It is as undeniable, That chefe Notions or 
Jmprcflions are fo early to be difcoveced^and do 
fogrovv up with our Reafon, that they feem noc 
to be the EfFedbs of our Reaibn, bucxacher to be 
antecedent to it; and chat.ic is.'ra^tber'wKac we 
Find, than what weGhufe ; what belongs to our 
Nature, than whac we add to it. And accordingly 
as we have a Notion, . io a Senie of thofe things^ 
antecedent to all Rea(boing and Inftrudion, 
which we call Cpfifcience,- excufing or el(e ac- 
culing, according to the nature of the things, 
whether good or evil. Now as . the Nature of 
the things mud be before Q(ir Conception' of 
them, fo both muft be before. we 'pars.this4>rad'i- 
cal Judgment upon jifli^ : And iflwedoexer- 
ci(e this Faculty antecedent to all Inflrudion, 
then Co mufl the Senfe of the things be, about 
which it is exetciled. So (he Apoftle, <!{om. 1.14. 
When thfi G^HtHf^s which have not the Uitfy do by nature 
the things, c^tained in ike laUfy theje having not the 
lam, are a lam unto themfelves : Which pfetif the mork 
«/ the lawmritten in their hearts, their con/cience alfo 




The Certainty of Divine Revelatian, i y 



hearing tp'ttnefs^ Scc, Whidi is exadtly agreeable Ad Ni- 
to the Phrafe of the Wifeft among them; So'T'/yt 
Ar'tflotk calls it, the Natural ^ Common j and Un* '; f. ' '' 
wriiten LaHf, ^'^' '• '• 
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But above all , Cicero ( who beft knew the ly. * 
fenie of the Philofophers, and how to exprefs 
it } doth fpeak fully to this point, both as to 
the Univetfality of the(e Firfl; Notions, and the 
agreement in them by all mankind; both as to 
(he nature and rife of them. 7bere is^ (aith he, pr* nb- 
a certain Lallfy hot written, but native to «/, Tt^kicb TJ^e * 
have not learned^ receiVedy nor read: Sut me haye ta- 
ken and derived it from Nature it felf ,• to which we were 
not Taught to ht conformd, but Made j it was not by 
Jnjiitution^ hut hfufton. This, in another place, l. i. de 
he faith all men have by a certain Jnticipatm, *"^ &l^« 
calls them innate Cogitations ; and will allow it toLegib.' 
come from no lefs a Power than what is Divine; 
We hay^f faith he, received a Confcienc^ from the VmCAn^ 
Immortal Gods, which cannot be fucked away from Ui, 

So that whatever Improvement thefe Notions 
and Imprcflions niay receive from an after Inilru- 
(Stion, yet they leem to be implanted in us by 
the fame Power that made us reafonable Grea-> 
tures,.whonomore could leave himfelf without^ 
Witneisin our Minds, than in the Works of Na"" 
ture, AQdl>eing thus antecedent to our owii'^ 

ReaCbn«( 
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Reafoning, or other Information , can proceed 
from no other a Principle than Revelation jdoch, 
and is therefore equivalent to it. 

III. There is a Traditionary Proof of Reve- 
lation, which is by Teftimony, or by fuch In- 
ftances as are a part of the Revelation j and of 
which, as I conceive, no tolerable account can be 
given, if they are not allowed to be of Divine 
Inftitution. In order to which, 

1.1 obferve, That the Want of a Revelation 
in any particular Nation or Age, is not an Argu- 
ment fufficient to prove that there never was any 
Revelation. For Revelation being more efpe- 
dally of things not knowable by the mere Lighc 
of Nature,' may be loft, while the Light of Na- 
ture remains. It being in this cafe much as it is 
in Matters of Hiftory , which noay be derived 
from one Generation to another, and eipecially 
by Regifters and Memorials : But if a former 
Generation be careleis and flothful, or the Re- 
cords not faithfully wrote or kept, the Matters 
of Fad in one Age are irrecoverably loft in the 
next, or turned into Fables. Of which the 
Earlieft Times are too manifdl an Inftance ; and 
for which reafon /^drro did not divide them amifs, 
into a^^y Sc Atc<3»(pK, ohfcure or unknown, and 
/rtk/oMf. Which lafted till the Firft Olympiad, 

and 
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and thftc was, at fooneft, Anno Mmdi ; 1 7 ^ ; when 
the Hiftoticil Age, according to him, begins. 
Now as the Want of fuch Hiftories will not prove 
that there never were any fuch, and much lefs 
that there were no Matters of Fa^fc for the fur- 
nifliing (uch Hiftpries : So tho there be no Reve- 
lation, or no Memorials of fuch a Revelation, 
in fome particular Nations or Ages, ic will noc 
necelTariiy follow that there never was any fucb 
Revelation made to the World. 

1. When I propo(e the Proof of a Revelation^ 
I would not be under ftood iboiuch as to fuppoie. 
That there was from the beginning, or before 
the Time of J^/e^, a Pande(5t or Collection of 
Divine Revelations i; but orily that there were 
Infpiired Perfpns to whom Gda did ( as occalHon 
ferved ) reveal himfelf in fun^y times, and diifcn 
matners , Hich as Adanij Enbch^ Noahy &c. 

^ . Where there has been or is no Re velatior^j, 
or pretence to it ( if any fuch Age or People 
evecFWere ) yet there are or have been in thofe 
Ages or Nations ^ cert^iin Footdeps of fuch t 
Reveheion j and which whereever they ate found,, 
are as evident Ndarlts of fuch a Revelation, as 
Pillars or CroiTes foand in a Cofincr^y at prej&nc 
uninhabited j are^ that there have been Htoie pf f« 
Tons that have been .there befor(^> aftdhave ere^<> 
ed<cho(e Monuments. 4« 1 
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4. I account fuch Ufages, Rites, and Princi- 
ples, to proceed from Revelation, that have no 
foundation in Reaibn, and the liature of the 
thing, but are correfpondenc to what we call Re- 
velation; and which can well have no realbn at all 
aflSgn'd for them, if not the Realbn given In that 
Revelation : Such are Expiatory Sacrifices, ^nd 
other things relating to Divine Worflii p. 

5. This is the moife confirmed, if fuch U(a- 
ges, Rites and Principles have been db(ervedj 
prattled, 4nd believed, in Nations that have 
had no relation one to another, no Contrfierce 
x>r Communication, nor fom^times knowledge 
of on^ another j for then they muft arife from 
fbme comifion Head, from whence they w6fe ab* 
originally difperfed among the (everal Branches 
of the fame Stock. 

When one People has been ihixed with ano- 
ther, as the Jtws and E^^tians j or derived from 
another^ as the Cekhi from the ]^ptians ; or 
there have been Commerces and Confederacies, 
Wars and Conquers, *tis no wonder they in- 
termingle in (everal Rites and Obfervances. jDf 
this we have a notorious Inflance in Circun(ic4^* 
on, which by the abovefaid means came to be 
received by ieveral Nations, as the EtUopknsy 
B^ptians, and Cokhi, the fbvmianff and (bme of 

the 
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the Syrians y as Herodotus (hews ^. Bat when * cuo. 
the Ufages, Rices , and Pi'inciples have been iTsutt^f. 
as well round where there has been no Commu- yfio'^Lii 
nication, as where there has, 'ds no left a fign ^p,,^. 
they de(cend from one and thefaoie Original, leg./. «. 
than when the Watecs of the Seven Branches ''^'' 
of the River 7>lilttf have one and the fame Tafle 
and Colour^ without any Communication, that 
they do all defci^nd fr&m die Main Scream. 

In like fAanner), if We fitid^ CuppokyAmoaQ 
ehe Seventy Hatibns (into Which 'tis iaid Man- 
kind wasdfvided, • upon^tho Coiifudon at 'Bahel ) 
feveral of the fame Rites ind Ufaeesr, generally 
(peaking, conctirrins wivb tho(e>orwbat We call 
Revektion, wensunGontludb, That theyt were 
ebferved before chacDifperfiotiy aitd wererwhol« 
ly owing to as early, an inflritution. 

Among the Inftancefe thftt I (hall mikeufeof 
fort he Pifoof of a: Re velatioa, 1 ftall begin- with 
cbo fe chat ^ rcl ate to Divine Wor (hip y fuch ' as 
"Time, Sacrifices, •C^^^'.j - :i' . •>•■•' N ■'"' \ -. 

I . Tme. That there isfome particular JPor- 
tion of Time ta be (et apart for; the Publick 
Worffjjp of God", either by DiVine Appoint* ' 
m^nc^ Of Humane Goaient) is- ablblutely hecef- 
fary, when it is to b© the A^'of a Sobecy j for 
Wor(hip) Without romeTiBnefosfiioh Society to 

D convene 
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convene and affembld in, tnuft loevuaWy end 
in Confufion anci Diflolucion. 

And therefore as God created the Would as^a 
Temple to exhibit and manif^ftliimftjlf in, and 
created fuchfieings asilioduld in their fevei'al Sta- 
tions celebrate his Praifej io when he'had fiaifli- 
ed all his Work, he eftabliflied that Day which 
he refted upon, to be from thenceforward devo- 
ted t6 that Service ; as we itiay fe^ the Uiftitutir 
on, Gtn. 1. 1. , I'cafi this an Inftitution^. for 
when could. that be more leafonably inftituted 
by Divine Authority, than at the Clp(e of the 
Creation, when the San^ification a^d the Rea- 
fon of it were' fo ithnaediately cocine<5ted j God 
blejfed and fanSitfiedit, Ucauft'tn it he had re fled from 
aU his work? It beiiig not probable that there 
fhould be at that time no Infticution, when the 
Heafon for jc is exprefly given j or that there 
fliould be no prefent Obligation to obferve k, 
when th^re was an Indi^ution.. If God had no 
fooner finifhed his Work, but \itJ<mBifi£d the Day 
foUowing, 'tis evi debt that the Obligation to 
obferve it muft' begin withchednftitution: And 
if -he fanSlifieJky becaufeon iliztD'iy ht refted, 
*tis as evident th» Inftituiion did bejgin with the 
Reafon of ic. And. then how improbable is k 
that God fhoviid hlifs. stDdfojuBify^ a Pairticubr 
• ^ Day,, 



ia»«i«MiM«««« 



The Certainty of Divine^ Revelation. a 9 



Day, and yec for th^ fpace of Tw?o iihoufanii 
Years together flioukl leave chat, Day in comr 
mon vcith the other Days of the Week, without 
any di(lin<Stion ? How improbable again, chat 
it(hould bb firft inftjtuced an4 rnade^a pMCyto 
the Jwj only for a R,eaibn that equally conQerDT 
ed all Mankind as well as them, becauie he reft- 
ed i and fcr a reafon exident fronn the fi»fl:, as 
well as in the Time i^hen it Wr^s inftituted ac 5i> 
Hjii. 'Tis highly 'uoreafonable co add oacfror 
/f/y/5to anothier, andto heap-Figure upon Figuc^, 
when there is no neceflity for it, contrary to all 
the Rules of a Juft Interpretation. 

Now if .ihis' be an Original a^d Primaeval In- 
flicution, wehavQone !nil<inc.e.of a Divine Re^ 
velation, Co far as the Scripture is of Authority y 
and furely we may demand in its behalf, ^o have 
as much regard paid to ic as we give to Prophaae 
Hiftories. 

But however, we are not without a concur* 
rent Teftimony from Them alfo in this particu- 
lar. For it is manifeft that there hath been pf 
great Antiquity fu.ch a Diftfibuciojl^ qf Tiltno as 
we call at W^ek of Seven Days » wd which ,is 
more to our pufpofe,. That theSevemh Day was 
a Feftival and Religious Day. This Lucian doth 
more than intimate 5 an^ Ipngbefore.him, Solotti 

D I who 
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who calls it Molifiafy Day^ in his Elegies, quo- 
*Hift.^ tedhy Eufihm^i and one earlier than he, Ha- 
*'*• f«er, who calls it, Uep> T/^Pt Ihe Holy Vay, But 
Calimchits, Homer, and LiHmj are ftill nior6 par* 
titular ; for they fay ic was becaufe all the Works 
of Creation were then iinifiied. 56 Homer y.' 
''E^S3b/^J^<l/Hs^f^»l»•^^siTO•m?x«c«wByw,• and 'tis there- 
fore called by Iww, 7he ^Birthday of the W^rid* 

Now there i» ndthiftg in Niturc to point tO' 
ihxi'y for therdis no more to' be obferMed from 
the Motion^ of the Heavens for fuch a Septenary 
^iftrtbt)tt6n of Time, or divifion into Wecks^. 
than there is for the dividing iof a Day into 
Hows? And coil(e<^aently itiAufl-pfoceiedfrom 
feme Inftttution, and from a very eady Inftim* 
fion, becaufe of what I have oWerved from the 
fore recited A uthors, who are of great An^iqui* 
ty, effiecially How^A* and JLmif^ : ¥f» Homer ii'{\i^ 
^(ed CO have lived in or about the time of Sauly 
i^ the Year of the World 1940, land Lhms in the 
rime of the Judges, about the Year a 570. Tho- 
confideration <^ which doth make it probable 
that thefe Ancient Poets owed their Informatioo^ 
to the general Tradition of- the World, rather 
than to the Jew^ Indeed Jrifioht^us the Jem^. 
from whom Eufehius drew the abo^eiaid Tefti^ 
monies,, faith thele Poets had borrowed then» 

from. 
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Frdm the Jewifh Bboks. feat ff it ht. ibnlidwi ho\V 
little the JxTif ijh Books , rhfe ScfijptOreS , were 
known to the World before the Tfanflatiori of 
them by the Seventy into Greek, which wis a- 
boijt 300 Years before the BirtK of our Saviour j- 
or how little the Opinions pf the Jeiifs them- 
felves before the Captivity Were known abroad, 
it will har41y be conceived , that fhele things 
fliould be known fo early, And ^ke 6f lb p6- 
fitivcly by the Greek Poets ^ Homer &nd Linus, 
within fo (hort a time after the InfliitUcion of the 
Sabbath at Sinai, 2iS thefe two lived'j fox Linus 
muft have lived .within lefs than half an hiltt- 
dred Years afte r th e time or M(ffef 5 iffd fionfer 
in leG than 400. Where if #e tike the' IbtJi^eft 
tcrnci, that offJomer, the 'Jews We'fd hitdiy iiii 
a fettled State , and no more ifl a Coftdkiott , 
than they \yere difpofed in. <he\t Temper, ci 
permitted by their Rcligibft ; to^bfoirmochef 
Nations in the ATticles bt' Myft'eiries of theft Re*-^ 
ligiori. So that it feems very eiident, that the 
pblervatibn of the Seventh day for tfie^ervice^ 
of God, was ad ancient knd general Opinion', 
and cfpecially of thofe who &y be telflr jWe-. 
fumed to unJet(land what had' been the* 
fen(e of Mankind in the Ages before , or thofe 
in which they lived. And if this was the 

Opinion* 
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Opinion of ihofe early Times, conformable to 
the Hiftory of Scripture , we have lufficienc 
realbn to offer this as an inftance of a Revela- 
tion. 

2. Another infiarce of Revelation is Sa- 
crifices, and efpecially chofe of Expiacion. 
Amongrt all the Rites and Ulages relating to 
Divine Worfliip , there are none that exceed 
the(e in their Antiquity (except the S: bbath) or 

Extent. 

.For vvc.no fooner read of God's Reconciliati- 
on ro Mankind , but that they ofFer'd Sacrifice} 
np (boner of Noah's Deliverance and Efcape out 
of the : Deluge , but he ofFet'd 'Sacrifice : And. 
withouiL doubt, as it begun , Co it continued', 
and was as much diiperfed and observed among 
Mankind. before the Flood, as after it. But how 
probable, foevi^r k is , that this Rire was thus 
univerlally oblerved before, yet ihat we are not 
fo certain of , as. we are of the Obfervation of it 
after the Flood, when there was no Age nor Na- 
tion where it was not to be found,' how di- 
rperfedf fpevfj fh^y were; of which no'tolerable 
Accouitt; is'to be eivea, unlefs it be allowed to 
ha^e been in ufe Dcforp the Difperfion at 'Bahl , 
and that it was of Divine Inftitution. ' It mud 
have been, 1 fay, in ufe before that Diiperfion j 

for 
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for haw could all Nations fait mtoone atid the 
fame; Pfa<5tice, and have the fame O|>ini0in of: 
baccifices, when there is nothing in the Nature 
of the thing to lead them co it , if it had not . 
been y that they had all Hefccnded from one; 
Blood, from one Family, from.ohe fiody, .by^ 
which means' it was conveyed into all the fe- 
Yeral Branches iffuifig from ic, and went along- 
with them where-ever they went. ; / -^ 

Now the queftion is, Whence this fbouW a- 
rife , and what gave it this univerfal Acceptance 
and Authority ? whether the Invention of fora© 
Eminent Perfons, fuppofe, in thofe early Times ?• 
or whether it was by Revclaticfn froi!n Godl, and. 
of his fpecial Inftitiwion?. . , 

.There feengs no great reafon to think irhis 
Service fliould proceed merely fromthe Inven- 
tion of Men, even of thofe pious and vyelU 
difpofsd Perfons, (lace (as 1 have (aid) jb^ei^e i$ 
nothing in the nature of the thing to4ead«CDi.it/\F<)T 
h6w could it be.fuppoled that this., filoill^ l be 
acceptable to Almighty God , which in it felf 
holds no Conformity, not-Js.^t aU futabjje :t0 ^,'; 
his Nature ? Will I eat the \fie{h of hlhy\(iti;^mk pfi^^f^ < 
the blood »f goati .^ is a true reprefent4ticw9oCi^ H-. '•*/:.• 

It might become a fariguinary fort of Djc- 
mons, or falte Gods, and wicked >$pir its, .to bp 
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pleaded with the Fumes and , Reakings of the 
iBieeding Sacrifice , as the Heathens generally 
i thought : But men of any underftanding would 
rather chu(e a reafonable StrVta for the Gdd that 
made them reasonable Creatures, and ihight 
prefume another fore of Sacrifice would be more- 
acceptable than this, and acceptable widiout it, 
T»i;^. a Sacrifice of Prailc and Prayer, of a puro 
Mind, and a good Life, which the Wifer Hea- 
thens did in their Opinida excecdingW prefer. 
But as for the Sacrifices and Blood of Beads , 
fijch as Pythagoras and Tlato fpoke of them often 
with regret and difpleafure* and others won- 
dered how they fir ft came into the World , as 
1^- forphyryy that wrote exprefly agaioft thcmi 

What Expreflion Could thereby be given ^ 
fiippofe, of mens gratieude to God for their Be- 
ing , and their Prefervation ? iHo of aU Mankind 
is Jo fiupidiy crehiouiy fi foolifh , that- can think the 
Gods delighted Tif ah fuch a prefm of 'Bom , GaBj 
and Blood f which a hungry TXog would' fcarcdytouch ; 
and that they jhould. repay the favour to thofe that offer 
JS'S'' i^^faid an ancient Heathen' Poet; 
jRf> But if. we defccrid to Expiatory Sacrifices, 
tfet *s». who could think that the Blood of Bulk and of Goats 
could take away fiti , and that God would accept 
of that as a. fit Comp^nfation for their Crimes :; 
' ' the 
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tht Blood of a Brute for that of a Man, the 
Life of one that is not in its own power, in- 
fteaci of him that was ? ^ 

And if men were (b weak as of their own ac- 
cord to offer it ; can we think the Almighty Crea- 
tor would accept of what was for it felf only unbe- 
coming his Majefty, and be fo highly delighted 
with it, as to ecftify his Acceptance of Ahei\ by 
the defcent tff a Miraculous Fire to confume it j '••s^W 
and to fmtU 4 f^et fayour upon Noah's Oblation j tin. 
CO appoint it as a (ign of his Covenant with Ahra^ 
ham; and lallly, to embody it into the Mo/akal 
Inftitution^ 

It was enough, one would think, that the 
Majefty of Heaven and Earth had accepted of 
the good will of the firft Inventors, how poor 
and Tow foever the Invention Was } but it was 
too great a Condefcenfion to do by.thefe as the 
Heathens by their Heroes, to tranflate them into 
the number of their Deities ; too much to have 
(iich a Mark of the Favour of Heaven, as none 
of the Divine Inftitutions could have more. 

But why (hould we think fo meanly of thofe 
Ant'tdeluVtan Patriarchs, of Adam and Akl^ Enoch 
and yioah, &c. the firft Inventors or Encoaragers 
of this way of Worfhip ? At this rate happier 
far were the Inventions of Adah^ Jubal, indiubal' 
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Cain, chat caught others how to order Catcel^ 
to handle the Harp and the Organ, to work in 
Brafs and Iron ; for thefe did (erve either the Ne- 
G/v.4.10. ceflicies or Pleafiires of Mankind, and were fuita- 
ble to their nature and condition : But to offer 
Beftial Sacrifices to an Infinite Spirit, was as if 
we fliould prefent Mankind with the Entertain* 
xnents and Pleafures of the Brutes ; and fo it can- 
not be thought that Men ( how low (bever their 
Underftandings were ) would think the Blood 
of Beafls a decent Prefent to their Creator , 
which indeed would not be fb to their Superiors 
here. 

But we have another fort of Chara^er of 
thoTe Holy Men, who were Perfons of great 
Knowledge and vaft Experience j who both re- 
ceived their Religion from the Almighty, were 
the great Props and Stays of it in their Genera- 
tion, and to whom the care of tranfmitting it 
to Pofbrtcy was committed j and for which rea- 
Ion, as well as others, God feemed to have pro- 
tra(^ed their Lives to fb vaft an Extent. They 
were fuch as were eminent for their Piety ; a^ 
Jhel's Faith is one of the renowned InftanceSy 
f^h, 1 1 . and Enoch is faid to w^ik with (/«</> and 
was in an extraordinary way rewarded for it. 
Such ;^aia were they as were endued wich the 

Spirk 
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Spirit of Prophecy, as Jdam, Abel y Enoch j\^'^'*'*» 

And therefore it cannot in reafon be fuppofed Ipldtj. 
iliat ever they fliould think the o6Ferlng the 
Blood, and burning the Flefli of a Bead, to be a 
fit expreffion of their Gratitude to Almighty 
God, or a means to obtain his Favour by way 
of Expiation for their Sins, without his Infti- 
cution. 

It is then (as far as I conceive) evident, that 
Sacrifices, of what kind (bever, were not invent- 
ed by men. But if chey were not invented by 
men, Mow came they to be admitted, and at 
iaft (o much to obtain in the World ? 

I anfwer, They were of God s bWrt Inftitu- 
tion j and therefore were received by the Patri- 
archs, and accepted by hinlfelf. 

But then it may rtafonably be demanded. 
Why they (hould be thus homjured by a Divirte 
Legiflation and Authority, when it is allowed 
chat they are in themlelves not fuitable to his 
Nature ? 

I anfwer,They were inftituted as thofe Sacrifi- 
ces were Typical,and had refped to a greater Sa- 
crifice,that ofChrift. And thetefote'tis obfervabld. 
That as Almighty God for the Coinfof t of Jdafity 
and preventing his Oefpair, (as has been before 

£ a (hewed ) 
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{hewed ) did immediately after his £x|>oftulati- 
on with him, and Sentence pafs'd upon him^^ 
reveal his intention to pardon him , and the 
Means by which it was to be procured and rati" 
fied, The Seed of the Woman : Co in confequence of 
thisj and to fliew their Faith in that Promise, 
we read in the next Chapter, of their. Sacrifices 
and Offerings which they brought unto the Lord^ 
as a Reprefencation of what they for their Apo- 
ftacy had deferved, and (hould have fuflfered, had 
not the Divine Mercy interpofed. 

Now if we have reprefented-this aright, we 
have a faic account o£ an Expiatory Sacrifice, 
and how it came to take fuch place among mca> 
and to be (b uaiverlaliy received. 

We have a reafbn again how and why it came 
to be framed into the Law of Mofes j and wh^ 
thefe and the Rites belonging, to. them , were 
made a principal part of it, and have thereby a 
Key to unlock many Myfteries in that Law, and 
toanfwer many Difficulties, about ir,.when it is 
zjhahw of good things to come* 

By this means again we. come to underftand 
the fpecial Providence of God, that this was fo 
much preierved and fo univerfaily difperfed and 
leceived among mankind. 



I 
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By this means again we have a fair account 
how the Do<5trinc of the Crofs, and the Notion 
of our Saviour's Death as an Expiatory Sacrifice, 
came to be foon entertained among the Gentiles ; 
for being of God's Inditucion, as he prelerved it, 
(b being thus preferved, it became an excellent 
incroduftion, and prepared Mankind for the be- 
lief and reception of our Redemption by Chrift. 

To the fame Original may the FirftFruitSi 
Priefthood, and Tenths be referr'd j the firft of 
which was obferved from the time ofJbel, Qen, ji 
and the two laH long before the time of the 
Mofaical Law ; and therefore are to be derived 
from an ancient Inilieution. 

But becauTe it may be thought thefe Inftances 
m^y be liable to exception, forafmuch as they arc 
fbmetimes difputed among thofe themfelves that- 
do contend for a Revelation, I Qiall proceed to> 

IV. Sort of Evidence, which is Supernatural ; 
and that is either it (elf a Revelation, or the 
Proof of it,-, of the former is Prophecy J of the. 
latter, Miracles* 

I. Prophecy , or the foretelling things to» 
come } whatever time they are toexift in, near- 
or remote. I add this latter Claufe to it ,^ ta 
prevent all Exception^ and to diftinguiOi Pro- 
phecy truly fo called, from Sagacity, orHumam 

Provi' 






■nn 



5 4 The Certainty of Divine Revelation. 




Providence} which from precedeoc Ob(ervati> 
ons and proximate GaufeS) may be often fortU' 
nate in its Conjectures or Predictions. Buc 
now as to Infinite Power all things are alike pof> 
fible and eafy, and there is nothing great or lit- 
tie, more or lefs, with refpedb to it 5 fo to Infi« 
mte Knowledge, to which one day is as a tboufoMd 
jearsy and a thoufand years as one day^ all thii^s, 
the remoteO; as well as nearefl: , are alike pre- 
feoc J and there is nothing diftant or near with 
TcfpeCt to it. And therefore whereever the true 
%irit of Pi ophecy is, the fame Power that can 
foretell what (ball happen to morrow, could, if 
he Co pleafed, as eaiily foretell what (ball happen 
a Thouiand Years hence j (ince all things are alike 
naked and fened unto him with Tlfhom vt balft 
to dp. Now this (brt of Knowledge can 
proceed from nothing lefs than him, who as he 
knows all things, Co has ail Caufes in his own 
Power, and can forelee how they will operate, 
and what (lull be the Event of fuch Operations, 
or can di(poie them to it as he pleafeth, what- 
ever the Caufes be, whether ( as we ufaally lay ) 
they are Voluntary, Neceffary, orCooeingenc j 
and being thus peculiar to him, and his fole Pre- 
rogative , 'tis no lefs than a Species of Divine 
Revelation. And therefore as none can know 

the 
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the Cercatncy of (uch Futurities and £vents buc 
God, (b none can foretell them buc fuch as hd is 
pleafed to reveal them to. From- whence it 
was that ^Uto fomewhere calls Prophecy, >9tr«»rict, 
a Communication or FelloTifJhip with God. For fup' 
po(e now we (hould fet before us any Epocha ot 
Chara^er of Time, which the Prophecy le- 
^e<Sts ; the 1 60 Years from Ifaiah's naming of 
CyrMj to his Decree for building Jerufalem , Jfa^ 
44. 1 %. Or the ^50 Years from the Prophet'i 
naming yo/<4&) to che time he defiled thofe Ido* 
lacrous Places, 1 iQngs 13* t. t K^P ^f* i^* 
Or the 490 Years in Daniel's Weeks, from hii 
ckne to the Death of Mefliah, D^in. j^. 14. What 
an infinite number of intercurrent PafTages muft 
there be before it be brought in its proper feafoa 
to its accomplifhment I And how amazing a. 
fight would it be y if we could lay out hand 
upon the Clue of the Prophecy at its fird letting; 
out, and follow it making its way through all 
Oppoiitions and Interferings, to the laft Period 
and Completion J But then if we turn our 
Thoughts to the chief Subjed): of Kevelatioir,^ 
the prophecy of the Incaf nation of ourSstviour,, 
as it began immediately upon the Fall, and faf- 
fed along through the di Genefations, for 400a 
Years C(^eches , it would be like the difperfed 

Parts, 
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Parts of a Human Body , to the Time and Stare 
of the Refurredlion) tnat are carried fafe and en- 
tire through all Transformations; and at laft 
when the 5w W fie Grave are called upon to^ive 
»j) thttr deady all the Atoms and Particles are re- 
called from their feveral Vehicles or Tribes they 
were joined to, and fall into the fame Compofi- 
tion as before in this prelent ftate. Much {uch a 
Subje^ have wc before us, which after various 
Windings and Turnings, and an infinite Succef' 
fion of Caufes and Events, we read, That it might 

befulfilledy and as it Hoasfpoken by the mouth of the 

ho^ ftrophetSy Tt>hich haVe been fince the world began, 
Xuke I. 70. 

So that as many Prophecies as we have, or the 
world ever had, fo many Evidences have we of 
a Supernatural and Divine Revelation. 

And this all Mankind have had a belief of, as 
is manifefl from the Oracles they confulted upon 
all emergent occafions; many of which were 
very ancient, as Herodotus ttWs us that of Jupiter 
Hammon in Lybia Was. I acknowledge that the(e 
were foil of Impofture, and defpifed for it by 
the! Wifer part of the Heathens, iuch as Tully, 
Lib. 1,1. de Divinat. and detc<5bed, as Eujebim 
fliews, fr^epar, EvangJ, 4. Initio* I, ^,c, 5. 

And 
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And I tnentioii chefci tiot that I efteem them 
of any Authority ,• rather the contrary j but to 
fliew what the World thought of Prophecy, 
and which even thofe Philofophers that diverted 
themfelves with the Mifl;akes and Impoftures 
of their own Oracles, never queftioned whe- 
ther ever there were any true Prophecy , but 
always allowed it, and took it for granted. 

So that the Impoftures of their own Preten- 
ders never engaged them fo far, as to call in que- 
ftion the Veracity of all Prophecy, or to deny 
it where it was able to juftify it felf. 

Thus far I have endeavoured to fliew, That 
there has been a Revelation, antecedent to, or 
where there was no Written Revelation ; And 
the Arguments and Inftances have been fuch as 
^wcre proper to thofe Circumftances; (uch as we 
are led to by the Light of Nature, and Human 
Obfervation : and therefore tho they receive 
Light and Confirmation from a Written Reve- 
lation, are not fuppo(ed to depend upon it for 
their Evidence. And if this Point has been 
hereby made out and proved, we then find that 
God has at fmdry times and in divers manner s, re- 
vealed himfelf to muikind by the Prophets and in- 
(pired Perfons, frdnot the beginning through the 
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AtU^f^tehemn amd^ofi .....mtait iimesy ti(L ehe 
PeooEUiilg^ieiitof a Wcmen Law hyJMifef^ 

If it befaiki, Thotehefeadse Far from amomfi- 
ifig to a. Cettsmtyy and frocsi gm«ig us an* Iei- 
faUkbfte A^urance ol a KcvcllttiAn ^ fmse Jbmc 
of theoa aie diluted even among thofe dhafi 
own a Revelation i as the Ofiginal <d£ the Sal>- 
batb, and- Saciifices 5 andi at the mofl ane bac 
pEobabte Arguments. 

1., Iaafw«r, Probability is a fair Seep co>Cec. 
tainty ,n andtl may aftec all affirm, That the Ac- 
count here offered is the bed that caitbe given oi 
tho(e Inftances. 

z. There are fuch Ad^ments as ase talien 
from the Cbofidecatioa ol God's Nature ; amf 
th^ecannocbe a.ftiiongeiv than what isfetchrd^ 
fiiom:. she naoire; of things^ 

y,: There areotHier Inftances that ace eq^vtra* 
len&ta>a;R£veIaiuan^ andcao' proDaeed*finm nor 
loHver: a.Principde ; fiidhi' sre- Speech; aod. Com* 
mon.NQiimns} thefiatmecof whidliinitiie Cifr 
cumftaiicfis, befiofe-iiBcked^ muflrbe:fnom: Divine: 
IdpisatioQ) and thaJacter ftxun a Divine ImpieC; 
£00. 

4. Theteare* thofe things, which wiien they 
accompany: wbaiiws caU a> Revelation^ prove 
tht. Tmchi andt Gfistaioty; 9§ it j and^beiiia tc- 

corded 
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corded in a Written Revelation, become of the 
Body of it, and they are Miracles. 

5. There arc others* thar are the Matter of 
Revelation, andl they are Prophecies, efpecial- 
ly fuchas are carried along in a continued Train, 
and nuiutdsrlly tfonficilci-eiicb atiast,. 

6, Theue arfe dthef s= that! ar^'tfOtoAiy ic6»{o- 
nanr to wtewe own to be aRdveiacion^ But 
to Human Teditnonies ; and Isieing confirmedr 
by both, are of great Aathoricy; 

All which laid together, ^ive us, I may (ay, 
unqueftlonaWe Evrderfce, That there has been J^ 
Revelation, or chat God has made himfelf and 
his Will known to the World^ by P^itt dio* 
fen out, and sif|ri^d<y and <<oiftmiflione'd By 

him. 

And this is a gpod Piropaiative and laaodii-* 
dion for what is to follow, vi^ Thettt^omi^jti 
fpecial Revelation, and that Revelation record* 
ed and tranfmitted by Wilting to the World ;, 
which is a Point in Reierve,, and that will inQr<; 
der be diicourled upon. 
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Gai mho, atfmdry. times y. and in divtirs 
manners jfa\e in time f aft unto the Fa- 
thers by the Prophets, hatbinthefekfl 
^^Jirffo{en unto Hs- hy, his ion. ^^ ' 

N tftefe Words there i$;, (^ I 
have (Be wed ). 

I. A Defcriptiot}^ fflv^ of Re- 
velation, 't\sGo&s/peaking,otde' 
TT T.L «^^»«ng**s Will coMankind. 
IL The Certaioty, of it ,- 'tis t^ way of Dc- 
ciaratKMi, gUwho atfmdrytimes^ andmdiversmaa^ 
ners fiak^ &c. 'Tis takea foi: granted, and that 
It needs no Proofs 

' m. The Order obferved in delivering this 
Revelacion J it was ai fmdry.times^ and in divers 

mmer^i in time paft hy the TrophetSy s^nd in the lafi 
da^ by, hts San, ' 

> • *.^\ T^^. P"^<=^«M» and Conclufion of allj 
MsmthelaH days ly his Son. 

^ 3 Undec 
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coivfequencly requires a Proof (uitabb to th&'Ha- 
ture and Importance of it. 

If the Matter in debate be inconfiderable, we 
are contented with probable Arguments, nor ace 
we much concerned which way it is determined : 
As "'tis indifferent whether the Sun or the Eanh 
be the Centre, as long as we receive the benefit 
of both : Or whether our Diet noudHies, or 
Phyfick operates by Qgalities, orthc.Texture:of 
•its-parts, as long as we find the iuppy ElFe^ «if 
it : Let -Philo(bphers and Nacuvalifts write Vo- 
lumes, and wrangle eternally about thefe diipu' 
cable Points, I find not niy ielf concerned, as 
•long as my Intereft isnotaflledied nx»r concerned 
•in the Qusriel. 9ut when the matter 4s of mo 
lefs conlequence than my£tetnal Happinds, it 
requires the mod ^ous Thoughts and Atten- 
tion to be fati$fied which is the right, andwhich 
the wrong -, whether there be a Revelation, «c 
•which is the true, and which die &l(e ; ^elpedally 
fince there ape different Pretenders to-it. 

X, Revelation being the Declaration^of God^ 
'Will to Mankind , as he <doth itot reqwre us to be« 
lieve without fufficient Evidence,. foic^^ocb' (op* 
•pofe that there is (uch Evidence, land thatthere 
are Tome Marks or Signs by which i he Truth, 
and Certainty of fuchRevelaaon maybe knowA 

and 
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and proved. For otherwife every Pretender to 
Revelation would challenge our belief ; and we 
(IiQuld not know but that the True Revelation 
might be the Falfe, and the Falfe the True. 

4. There are fome things (o neceffary and infe- 
parably belonging to Revelation , that the want 
of them will utterly overthrow the Veracity and 
Authority of it, and yet without further Evidence 
they are not fufficient to prove it : Of this kind 
are Self-agreement, a Confonancy to the Princi- 
ples of Nature, and to the true and certain No- 
tions of Mankind concerning Good and Evil. 
We are certain if a Revelation fails in any one 
or more of thele, that it is falfe, and not of Di- 
vine Infpiration : For the Light of Nature, and 
a true and tight Notion of things, are from God ; 
and to fuppofe a Revelation to be oppofite to 
the(e, is to make God contradict himfelf. Thus 
if we underftand any thing, we know God to 
be infinitely Good and Holy , worthy of the 
profoundeft and moft folemn Adoration, bccaufe 
of the Perfe<5tions of his Nature, and his Good 
Will and Beneficence to Mankind. And therefore 
to facrifice Men and Children, artd to mingle the 
moft Impure and Ludicrous Pra<5lices with the 
Worfhip paid to him, is rather an Offering to be 
prefented to the moft Beaftly and Savage Djtmons, 

B than 
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than the Holy and Merciful Creator of aH thingSf 
and confequently cannot be of his In(licution. In 
this cafe a Concradidion in the Nature of things^ 
would be like a Contradiftion in Terms, or a 
Contradidion tn the Revelation it felf. And 
therefore a Revelation that (ball evidently con- 
tradiA them, is a Revelation in Pretence only, 
it is not Divine. 

But tho thefe are thus neceffary to Revelation, 
that the want of them is Sufficient to dete(5b what 
is falfc J yet however* it will not follow, That 
whereever thele are [] that becaule a Sum of 
Dofbrine agrees with it (elf, is con(bnant to the 
Light of Nature, and the right notion we have 
of things ] that it is therefore of Divine Reve- 
lation. For tho it is (eldom but the Impofture 
fails in one or more of the(e , yet it may have 
all thefe CharaAers, and be a Doctrine of Men^ 
of human Contrivance and Compofure. 

And therefore there is (bmewhat farther requi- 
fite to the Proof of a Revelation , (bmewhat 
peculiar to it, and that (b belongs to it, as not 
to be common to any thing with it. 

And that is a Point I (hall now take into Co»- 
^deration. Toward the clearer Proof of which 
Khali diftribute it after a Threefold manner. 

I.I ihall con(ider the ca& of fuch as were 

them^ 
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chemfelves infpired, and to whom the Revela- 
tion was made, and how they could be fatisficd 
of the Truth of fiich a Revelation. 

2. The ca(e of thofe that received the matter 
revealed immediately from the Perfons infpired, 
and how they were to judge of the Truihof 
fuch a Revelation* 

5 . The cafe of thole that lived in Ages remote 
from that of the infpired Perfons, and after that 
the Revelation wascompleated, ( as was the cafe 
of the Jem more efpecfally that lived between 
the time of Mdachiy and John the Baptift j and 
as the cale is of all Chriftians fince the Apoftoli' 
cal times Jl and what Satisfa^ion and Evidence 
may there be expedtied in thole Circumdances; 

I . The Cale of thofe that received the Reve- 
lation ; and how they themlelves could be fatis- 
fied about the Certainty of fuch a Revelation, 
■ The Refolution of this Point belongs in part to 
the Third General, tmder which tlie Dhflerence re- 
mains to be (Hewed between a Revelation and I- 
magination.Bac I fhaU not wholly refer it thither^ 

There ieems ro be fo near an Affinity between 
Revelation and Imagination ; and Imagination is 
lo far operative in many Branches of Infpiracion, 
that 'tis very dilHcuIt k> let out the bounds €xa£lly, 
and toiay. This is of Divine Inlpiiation, and this 
the effect of Fancy . B 2 But 
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But whatever ic may feem to us that have no 
Senfacioii or Expctience of fuch Divine Repre- 
(entations as the Prophets had j and fo 'tis no 
more poffible for us to dcfcribe it, than 'tis for 
one that never had his Sight, to conceive what 
Light and Colour is : Yet as the blind man may 
be convinced that there are fuch things as Light, 
Colour, Figure, and Sight, by what he hears and 
obfervesfrom thofe that are about him, and that 
heeoftverfes with: So we may be as wella(fiired 
that there was in Prophetical Schemes that 
powerful Reprefentation on the pari! of the Di- 
vine Agent, and that dearnefs of Perception on 
the part of thePeribn Infpired, as would abun- 
dantly make good thofe Phrafes of Vtjhn and 
Sf>eakwg, by which it is defcribed in Scripture ; 
and which may well be fuppo(ed as much more 
CO advantage, as the Power that operated upon 
them was beyond that of mere Imagination. 
So that thofe [n(pired Perfbns after fuch Itlumr- 
nacion, might as well queftion what they heard 
or faw by the Natural Organs of Senfe, as doubt 
of what was revealed to them by the Imprefli* 
ons made upon them through the Agency of the 
Irvine Spirit. 

To deny this, is to deny that God can fo com- 
municate himfelf to an latelligent Creature, 

cfaae 
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that the Creature (hall certainly khbw that it pro- 
ceeds from his immediate Suggeftion ,* which I 
have before fliewed it is unreafonable to queftion: 
And indeed what is no more to be queflioned or 
denied becaule we our felves have no experience 
of it, than the Blind from their Birrh can reafb- 
nably queftion or deny there is what we call 
Light and Colour j or the Deaf, that there are 
Sounds^ Voices, and Words, becaufe they have 
no Notion or Idea of the(e things. Now if we 
think it reafonable that the Deaf and the Blind 
(hould notwithftandinga Natural Inaptitude and 
Incapacity in themfelves, aflent to what all Man» 
kind befides do uhanimoufly aver, and not call 
in queftion the Truth or Poflibility of what is 
thus .affirmed, becaufe of their want of Senla- 
tion : So it is not fit or reafonable to think this 
way of Revelation never was , and cannot be, 
becaufe we have not-an experimental knowledge 
of fuchaManifeftation. 

For Almighty God can fo clarify the Under- 
ftanding by a Beam of Light let in from above,, 
as (hall be as evident a Proof of its Divine Ori- 
ginal, as it is that the Light proceeds from the 
Sun the Fountain of it ,• or as a Perfon himfelf is. 
fure of the Truth of any Propofition, which by 
ai> Ai-gumenc before* unthought of, or unconfi^ 

der'd,, 
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derM » he comes to be fully convinced of, in 

fpight of all former Prejudices and Opinions. 

So little Truth or Reafon is there in a bold 

Theol Aflertion of a certain Author, That ^y>tlatm is 

Polit.e.2. ft^cgytain ^ and neVer certain without a Jign : And 

therefore , faith he, Abraham, Mofes, and Gideon, 

asked a Sign, over and above Revelation. 

But it is far from being true, that thofe peribns 
therefore defired a Sign, becaufe they conceived 
the Revelation to be uncertain, or that they 
doubted of the truth of it ; but as a Sign was 
for the greater confirmation of their Faith, in 
fbme Points difficult to be believed, or in fotnc 
very difficuk Servic«, ( for Faith, as other Graces^ 
is ca,pab}e of Addition and Improvement ). In 
which cafes their asking a Sign is no more an 
evidence of their diftruft of God, or a doubting 
of the Truth and Certainty of the Revelation, 
than God's confirming his Proniife by an Oath, 
was an evidence that he thought not his Word 
fuflicieht without it ; or than Abraham could be 
fuppofed not obliged to believe upon a Promife 
alone, without that (uperabunda.nt confirmation 
of an Oath, fieb. 6.17, 

Thus it was even in the cafe of that Holy Pa- 
triarch,to which this Author refers ; where before 
ever l)e asked a Sign, he is faidtohave fo believed 

m 
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in the Lord, that it was couraed tt( him for ri^htt' 
oujnifsy Gen. 15. <5, 8. his Faith was highly 
commended, and he is for that reafon called 
the father of the faithful. 

So chat Revelation may be certain when there 
is no Sign j and the perfbn was bound to believe 
it, and was obliged by ic^ as well where there 
was nb Sign, as where there was. 

I grant when the Revelation comes at iecond 
hand to a perfon , and refts on Huinan Teftir 
mony^ on the Ability and Sincerity of the Re- 
later, or perfon (uppo^d to be inspired ^ there 
needs fome farther Evidence, fome Sign or 
Signs, that are to be, as it were, the Credentials 
from Heaven -y fince <Jl nun are liars y Pfal. 1 i 6. 1 1« 
that is, may be deceived, or may deceive j ma| 
either be fo weak as to be impofed upon by their 
own Imagination, or thelmpofture and Pra^ib- 
ces of Evil Spirits J ot be fo wicked, as under 
the pretence of Revelation and Infpiration, to 
impo(e upon others. In fiich a cafe, no man's. 
Affirmation or Pretence is ordinarily to be heed- 
ed, further than as he is able to produce luch Tc- 
ftimonies as are really as Divine as he would have 
his Revelation accounted to be. 

But when a perfon is himfelf the Recipient to 
whom the Revel^uion is imparted, there is no> 

ab- 
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abfoluce need of a Sign or further Evidence to' 
afcertain the Truth of it to him ; when if God 
fo pleafes, the Revelation of it felf might be 
made as clear as it could be made by the Sign, 
What need is there of a fign to prove that it is 
Day, when by the Light of it we fee every thing 
about us ? Or to juftify the Truth of a felf evi- 
dent Propofition ? Thefe are things in their own 
nature that need no proof. And when a Reve- 
lation has an Evidence of its own, as Truth has, 
it needs no other Light to difcover it, no fur- 
ther Sign to prove it, for its own fake, and as to 
the Per (on to whom the Revelation is made. 
A Sign therefore makes no alteration in the Evi- 
dence ; for whether with a Sign, or without a 
Sign, the Revelation is to be believed - for elfe 
they that had a Revelation without a Sign, were 
not obliged to believe, and the Revelation with- 
out the Sign had in effei^ been no Revelation ; 
fince no one is obliged to believe, where there 
is no reafbn for it ; and there is no rcalon for it, 
where there is no Evidence , or that Evidence 
not fufficient. 

So that if it be asked, how a perfon (hall hif***- 
felf be fatisfied concerning the Certainty of a 
Revelation made to him, it will receive the 
fame anfwer with that, How he fhall be fatis» 

fled 
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fied concerning the Truth of a Propofition, or a 
ielf-evident Propofitionj for the further Proof 
of which God may work a Miracle, and give a 
Sign, but the thing is the Proof of it (elf. 

But however, fuppofc a peribn never fo well 
fatisfied in what he calls Revelation, and that in 
his own opinion he is as fure of it as of his own 
Being and Exigence ; yet what is this to others, 
that are concerned in- that Revelation , if it be 
true, and as rnuch bound to believe it, and be di- 
re^ed by it, as if they themielves had been in 
the place of that Infpired Perfon, and received 
it as he did, immediately from God > 

•4 

This brings us to the Second Cafe, 

2 . The Cafe of thofe that did not themfelves 
receive that Revelation immediately from God, 
but from the Perfon or Perfons Infpired : And 
then the Queflion is. How thefe are to judge of 
the Truth of that Revelation ? 

A Revelation to another, how evidently and' 
convincingly fbcver it may be reprefented to 
him, is nothing to me, unlefs I am fully affured 
that he has had fuch a Revelation : But that I 
cannot be affured of, unlefs ic be by the like im- 
mediate Revelation, or by fufficient and uncon* 
troulable TeAimony. But it would be an un- 

C reafbnable 



1 4 The CbaraUers of Divine Revelation. 

reifonable motion to demand that vre be alike 
infpiied, and have the fame Revelation to con- 
firm his Revelation ; for that would be as if one 
that was born blind fliould obftinately refufe to 
believe there is a Sun in the Firmament, or Day, 
or Sight, unlefs he has the fame Vifive Faculty 
with thole that do affirm it. It might then as 
reafonably be required with Ihtrnas, that we fee 
the Print of the Nails, and put our hand into the 
Side, and have all aAually brought home to out 
Senfes, orelfe we will remain Infidels, and not 
believe. This would be to drive all Faith out 
of the world, and (b it would beampraflicable. 
We mud then take the Cafe for granted, and 
that, it is as reafonable for us to believe, where 
there are fufficient Motives of Credibility, as if 
we were alike aftually infpired as they to 
whom the Revelation was immediately cotv- 
veyed. 

And here let us place our felves in' thofe cir- 

cumflances, as if we were to judge of the 

Truth or Falfliood of a Revelation ; and conff- 

Jpr what we our felves would in reafon defire 

r our own fttisfa<ftion, when the Perfons to 

hom this Revelation is made, ftand ready to 

ve it. And if I miftake not in judging for 

hers by what I my felf would deure , it may 

srefolved, " ». Into 
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I . Into the Veracity, Sincerity, and Credibi- 
lity of the Perfons pretending to Inspiration, 
1. Into the Matter or Subjeft of Revelation. 
}. Into the Teftimony produced for it. 

I. The Credibility of the Perfon j by which 
we . underftand his Probity and Sincerity} his 
Capacity, Prudence, and Underftanding, which 
render him worthy of Credit, and are meet and 
neceflary Qualifications for a Divine Miffionary. 
The being a Prophet to others, ( as tho(e are to 
whom a Revelation is made, and that are infpi- 
red by Almighty God ) fo as to teach and di- 
ixdthemintbciliead, as ic were, of God, whole 
Mouth and Repreientatives they are unto the 
People, is an Office of great Dignity, and re- 
quires fomewhat of the Divine Image as well as 
Authority, to recommend them and their Mef- 
fage to others ; and therefore Prophets and Holy 
Men are in Scripture frequently put together, 
i^et, I. ti. Mattb. 13. 17. implying that none 
were fit to be employed in Co (acred an Office, 
that were not Perfons of known Probity, and 
approved Integrity. I grant in the ordinary 
Cafes, as there were Prophets bred up in the 
Schools or Nurferies of Learning and Morality, 
there might be fuch Perfons as were employed 

C 1 with- 
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without a fttia regard had to thefe qualifications, 
as MelTengcrs that carried an Errand by the or- 
der of their Superioui ; asi ^inpg. i. I grant 
again, that God might and did lometimes upon 
fome occations, infpire fuch Perlbns as had none 
of theft Quahfications to recommend them ; as 
he did Salaam: But then this was no more than 
when God opened the Mouth of the A(s, to k- 
huke the Mainefs of that Trofhet ; and who was fo 
over-ruled by the Divine Power, as againft his 
will to blefi thole whom he came to curfe j 
which was Co much the more coniiderable, as- it 
was theTeftimonyof an Enemy. 

But as Revelation is a Divine Communica- 
tion, and a Mark of Divine Favour , lb it doth 
fuppofe in the nature of/ it, that the Per(bn fo 
dignified is duly qualified for itjand which is lb re* 
quifite in the opinion of mankind, that without it 
would rather be accounted an fmpoftor, than a 
eflenger fromGod,and ordinarily have no more 
:verence paid to his Errand than to his Perfon, 
And what has been thus faid in general, as to 
: Morality and Virtue of Perfons infpired, will 
Id in (bme degree as to (heir Prudence and Un- 
rftanditw, which is fo neceflary aQijjHficati- 
, that the Divine Eledlion of Perfons for fo 
culiar a Sevice, doth in that way either find or 
ike them fit. It 
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It is no wonder that a late Author maintains ^^^f^. 
Revelation to be uncertain, when he faith that **'•*• 
the Prophets were not endued with a more per- 
fect Underftanding than others, but only with a 
more Vivid Power of Imagination ; and that 
the Wifeft of Men , fiich as Svlomon, and Be' 
man, &c. were not Prophets', but contrariwife 
Rufticks, and untaught Perfons, and even defpi- 
cable Women, fuch as Hagai. 

For if thclc and fiich. as thefe were the only 
Perfons employed in the' Meflages of Heaven to 
Mankind, and whoni all the Revelation center'd 
in, there would be no improbable gfounds of 
fufpicion that they were mif-led into fuch aa 
Opinion, by the Fafcination of a working Ima- 
gination, and fo it would be Fancy, and not Re- 
velation. 

But what thinks he of J3dofes, a Perfon ac- 
quainted with all the Learning of the E^ptknsy 
and richly accompliflied with all Endowments 
requifite to compleat a Governor of a Nume- 
rous People , and to confolidate them into a^ 
fettled Conftitution ; and therefore has the Pre-^ 
ference given him to all the mod Famous and 
Ancient Lawgivers, by ^lato^ ^ythagoras^ ^iodo» 
rus Siculm, &c. ^ What thinks he oiJofmAy that 
was bred up under the bed In^uAor^ and that 
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knew the Art of Government and Conduft in 
Peace and War > What of Samuel, that from 
his Youth, and even Childhood indeed, com- 
menced a Prophet, and was alio the Judge of 
the whole Nation in unfectled and perilous tiroes, 
i<S« }. 14. I). 10.? WhatofBaWJ, juftly 
called a Prophet, JElsi. 30. and whole Wri» 
tings fliew him to excel in all maimer of Poetry 
and fublime Gompdfures I What, laftly, of So- 
hmm himleli^ to whom, it's faid, the Lord ap- 
peared twice, I ^gs 1 1. 9. in a more eminent 
manner j and at other times, i IQngt ) . J[ . 6.ii. 
y.X. II. II.? And if at other times God 
( who is not coofin'd in his Choice or Operations 
to the Capagity of Inftruments ) was plealed to 
ireveal himlelf to , and employ fuch Rufticks 
and Illiterate Perfbns as ^mos, and afterward the 
Apollles, hegave them amouth animfiam, Luke 
II. I ^. and endued them with fuch cxtraordi> 
n^ry Gifts of Elocution and Magnanimity, as 
made them fit to appear before Kings, and to 
confront the Wifeft of Philofophers, fo as that 
of the Apoftle was abundantly verified in them, 
iCor. 1. i^,<g-c. That tht fwlijhnefs of God it 
vifar than men, md the mahiejs of Cod is flronger 
than men, &c. 

But 
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Buc ic is not only requiiice that the Perfons to 
whom the Reveladon is made, and chat are 
employ 'd in delivering that Revelation to others, 
be Wile and Cautious, fuch as are capable of 
di(cerning, and not apt- to be impofed upon ; 
but it is as requifite that they be Faithful and Sin- 
cere, and that will not impo(e upon others* 
For. otherwise the more knowing they are, the 
more able are they by plaufible Indauations and 
Pretences to deceive. And what greater Evi- 
dence 4>f this can be defired , than when the 
Perfons Infpired live by the beft Rules, as well 
as give them ? What greater Evidence, than when 
for the fake of pubhfliing, propagating, and con- 
firming the Truth of what they teach, they deny 
thcmfelves of all the Pleafures, Profits, and Ho- 
nours of this pre(ent life ; when though they 
knew before- hand, that^on^^ and tribulation abide 
thtmy yet nom .of thefe things rmyethemy neither count 
they their Hves dur untathem ; but with adniirable 
Patience, Refolution, and Conftancy, expofcr 
themfefves to the utmoft Severities, for the hope 
of filch Reward as they propose for their own 
and the Encouragement of others ^ What great- 
er Teftimonies can be given of their Sinceiity,, 
and if not of the Truth, yet of their own Be- 
lief of ic> Who could witk fuch Chearfiilnef& 
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invite thegreateft Dangers, and with fuch abrave 
Magnanimity defpiie all the Threatnings of the 
moft Potent Adyerfaries, and run the Gantelope, 
as it were, through the moft formidable Per'le- 
cutions, without the leaft Demur or HxOtation, ' 
if they themfelves were not abundantly and 
folly convinced of the Truth, Excellency, and 
Neceflity of that Dodrinc they were thus com- 
milfion'd to teach ? If the(e are not fincere, there 
is no Sincerity in the world. 

So that as far as the Credibility of the Per* 
fons is a Proof of a Revelation ; and fo ^r as the 
Wjfdom, Probity, and Sincerity of Perlbns, are 
a Proof of their Credibility j we* have an Evi- 
dence to reft upon, and a Character to try the 
Truth of a Revelation by. 

The id. Proof in this Cafe, defirable and 
necdOTary toward a Satisfaction, is the Sub;^5t-' 
matter of it ; I mean that which runs as it were 
a Vein through the whole Body of Revelation. 
There are Ibme Revelations which concern par- 
ticular Perfons or Families, as that of the Angel 
to Hagitfy concerning Ifhrnael and his Pofterity, 
which neither made her a Prophet , not were 
ftri^ly of Concernment to the reft of the world. 
But when we enquire after the Matter of Reve- 
lation. 
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lacion, ic is principally the main Subje(5b of ic, 
fuch as the Law of cMofes in the Old Teftanaent, 
and the Gofpel in the New. 

And here it niay be reafonably expedted , 
that the Revelation fhould be worthy of God, 
as it is a Revelation from him ; and what fliould 
be for the Advantage, Satisfaction, and Happi- 
nefs of Mankind, as it is a Revelation to them. 

Ic is to be worthy of God, and what would 
become him to (peak, dilate, and do, if he were 
himfelf to fpeak, didtate, and adt. In all Relati* 
ons and Defcriptions there is a certain Decorum 
to be obferved, with refpedt to the Nature, Con- 
dition, and Circumftances of the Things related 
and defcribed, which makes up what is called 
Symetry and Proportion. But above all a due re- 
gard is to be had hereunto, in the Ideas and No- 
tions we entertain, or the Reprefentations we 
make of God, that they may be agreeable to the 
Dignity and Perfedions of his Nature. And if 
in all our Conceptions of the Divine Being (iich 
a fcrupulous Care is to be taken, that we judge 
not amifs of his Nature, Will, and Operations ; 
we cannot but fuppole that in the Revelation of 
him(elf to Mankind , he who beft and only 
knows himlelf, will give fuch a Reprefentation 
of thofe, as is fuitable to his Ma jefty and Autho- 
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t'lty ; and may ingenerate in the minds of men 
fuchanAwe, Reverence, and Regard^ as is due 
from Finite, Created, and Imperfc(5t Beings, to 
him that is Infinite, Uncreated, and in ail Points 
ablblutely Perfed. There we may well expc<Sk 
to find the moft lively Chara(5ters of the Divine 
Perfections, as far as we are capable of concei- 
ving j where Juftice and Power are fet forth in 
all their Authority, and yet fo temper'd with his 
Mercy and Kindnefs, as (hall as well raife and 
quicken the Hopes, attract the Love, and efta- 
biidi the Comfort of Good Men, asadminiftet 
matter of juffc Terror to the Wicked. There 
we may fuppofe the Myfterics of the Divine 
Counfels unlocked, and the Beauties and Harmo- 
ny of the Divine Providence illuftrated and de« 
fcribed, as far as God s Government of the World, 
and the condition of Mankind in it will permit. 
There we may expe^ to find thebeft Principles, 
Rules, and Precepts, to inform and direct us in 
what we are to know and do ; the befi: Argu- 
ments and Motives for our Encouragement, and 
the beft Means for the purifying and the perfe^- 
ing of our Natures, and the making us as happy 
as we are capable ; and which fiiall as much ex- 
ceed what we find intheMoraliIb,,as Revelati- 
on is above Hacure, and the Di^tes of Almmh- 
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ty God are beyond the Prefcripts of Human 
Wifdom. Such, in fine, as willlead us to God, 
make us like to him, and fit us for the enjoyment 
of him. So that as much as Virtue makes for 
the Good, Perfedbion, and Happinefs of Men, 
Co much fliould Revelation make for the Pra^ice 
of Virtue by its Principles and Rules, its Precepts 
and its Arguments. 

Laftly, There we mayexpe^ to befatisfied 
about the chief Subje<5l:s of Human Enquiry, of 
what Mankind would not only defire, but what 
is bed and mod necefTary for them to know. 
And what is there more material, and of greater 
Importance, than to be fatisfied about the Ori- 
gineof all things, and how they came at firft to 
be ? What more defijrable, than fince God is in- 
finitely good, and confequently could produce 
nothing that is in it (elf evil, than to know how 
the Nature of Mankind came to be corrupted ; 
and that where there is fuch a clear fenfe of the 
difference between good and evil, fuch ConviAi- 
ons following that Sen(e, fuch Memento's , and 
fuch Prefignifications , fuch Reflections upon 
it, that there fhould be fiich a Potent Sway, 
Bent and Propenfion to Evil, that with all their 
Care it can never be prevented, or totally exter- 
minated? 

D 1 What 
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What more deHrable , than to know what 
Nature and Reafon of it fcif is infufficient for 
£ when we can get no further than a Vidto meliora 
prohoquCy &c. in the Apoftle's Language , 7be 
good that J would f I do not i hut th eVd Tt>h'ich I would 
not, that Ido2 iR^y be otherwife efFe«aed j that 
theie Inclinations may be fubdued, and Nature 
brought to a Regular State > 

What more defirable , than to know how 
after all, God may be appeafed , Forgivencis 
may be obtained , and that heavy load upon 
Human Nature , ari(ing from the Guilt of a 
Man's Mind, may be removed ? 

Laftly, What more defirable, than to know 
the Certainty and Condition of a Future State, 
and how we may attain to the Happinefs of it i 

Thefe and the like, ufed to be the Prime Que- 
ftions which all, and efpecially the mofl thought- 
ful and confiderate part of Mankind fought, but 
in vain, for Satisfaction in. And therefore fince 
Revelation is to make up the Defeds of Natural 
Light, and is as well for the fatisfa^tion of Man- 
kind, as to be worthy of God, we may realb* 
Qably expeA that thefe (hould be the chief Sub* 
je^ of fuch Revelation. 

And a Revelation without this , that (Iiould 
leave Mankind in the (amp Circumftances of 
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Ignorance and Diflatisfa^ion as they were in be- 
fore fuch Revelation, is no more to be efteemed, 
than that Courfe of Phyfick, which after all Pre- 
tences to Infallibility, leaves a Perfon as much 
under the Power of his Difeafe, as before he fol- 
lowed thofe Prefcriptions : It is no Revelation, 
and can have no Pretence to fuch a Venerable 
Title. 

But when the Subje<ft is Great, Noble, and 
Sublime, thus worthy of God , and thus benefi- 
cial to Matikind : When there is an exadt Con- 
cord between the Principles of Nature and 
Reafbn, and that all falls in with the true and 
juft Notion we have of things. When there is 
an Harmony through the whole, we have good 
reafbn to (ay. This, if any, is the Revelation. 

And as far as thefe Charaders belong to Re* 
velation, (bmuch reafon have we to believe the 
Matter of Scripture to be fuch } as I (hall after- 
wards fliew, when I come to examine the Reve- 
lation of Scripture by thefe CharaiSters. 

3, It would be very defirable toward the 
Confirmatioii of a Revekcion, and for the Sa- 
tisfa(Sbion of thofe that are required to believe it, 
that there be an Evidence and Teftimony as Ex- 
traordinary, as the Matter Revealed is, and the 
Attthority it refts upon ; (uch as t{ie one is^ {iich 
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in reafon ought the other to be : And that is Di- 
vine AtteftStion. A Divine Attcftation I ac- 
count that to be, which exceeds the Power, and 
is out of the Road of Nature ; for nothing lefs 
can change the Courfe, and alter the Law ofNa- 
ture, but that which is above Nature, and gave 
Law to it J and it mufi: be ibmewhat above Na- 
ture, that can be a iufficient Witnefs to what is 
Supernatural. And this may juftly be required 
to juftify the Truth of a Revelation, and to di- 
ilinguifh it from Enthufiarm and Impofture. For 
when the Cafe is fuch as I4pfes puts it, Exod, 
4. 1, &c. 7hey wiU not believe me^ nor hearken to my 
"poke J for they w'tUfayy the Lord hath not appeared unto 
thee ; there needs fomewhat beyond a bare Affir* 
mation, to fiipport the Credit of the Revelation, 
and the Authority of hfm that pretends to it. 
And accordingly, he was endued with a Power 
of working Miracles, 7W, faith the Text, they 
may hel'teye that the God of their fathers y Abraham, 
Jfaac, and Jacob, hath appeared to thee. A fort of 
Evidence ( as that implies ) that is very necefla- 
ry , and what may reafonably be demanded ; 
and which is a Proof of the higheft nature, and 
what as all ordinarily can judge of, being a mat- 
ter of Senfe, fo where it is true, what we are to 
be concluded by. 

The 
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The firft thing then required and to be confi- 
dered, is the Reality of the thing, That there is 
fuch an Alteration in the Courfe and State of 
Nature, which our own Senfes will inform us^in. 
The next thing is, That tliis Alteration cannot 
proceed from any Natural or Created Caufe ; 
( for that would be to fet Nature above it (elf. ) 
The laft thing is, That this Alteration in Nature 
is brought about for fiieh an end, and is folely for 
the fake of that Revelation, and to give Tefti- 
mony to it. 

Where this is, there is the Finger of God, and 
an Infallible Proof of the Truth an4 Certainty 
of what ic is to witnefs to. 

Now let us lay all this together^ and fee what 
it amounts to ; vi;^. The Capacity, Ability, and 
Integrity of the Perfons to whom this Revela» 
tion is made ; the Unanimity and Conlent of 
Perfons remote and diftant in Time and Place j 
the Ufefulne(s and Reafonablenefs, the Excellent 
cy, Sublimity, and Perfeftion of the Dodirine 
they taught ; the Teftimony given to them by 
fuch Operations and Produ(Stions as exceed the 
Power of Created Gaufes, and are wholly from 
the Supreme. Where thefe are concurring, and 
with one mouth, as it were, giving in their Evi* 
dence, we may fay ic is the .Voice of God, and 

that 
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that it is his Revelation which carries upon it the 
confpicuous Stamp of his Authority. For God 
cannot be fuppofed to bea.r witnefsto a Falfliood, 
and to fet up that as a Light to d\te&. men in 
their Enquiry , which is no other than an Jffiis 
Fatmsy and tends to their unavoidable Amufe- 
ment and Deception. 

Butfuppofing thofe that were Cotemporarics 
wFth Infpired Perfons , had all thefe concurring 
Evidences for their fatisfa^tion, yet what is this 
to thofe that live in Times diftant and remote 
from them, and have it only by Tradition of Per- 
fons uninfpired j or as contained in certain Books 
lai3 to be wrote by Perfons infpired ? 

This brings mc to the laft Point, which is, 

3. The Cafe of thofe that live in After- Ages, 
when Infpiration is not pretended tOj and Mira* 
cles have ceafed, and fo want thofe Advantages 
for their Satisfa^ion, which they that were cpe- 
taneous with Infpired Perfons, might receive; 
and yet beitig obliged alike to believe as the 
other, muft be fuppofed to have fuilicient Au« 
thority and Proof for what they are to believe. 
And then the Queftion is. What is that Evidence 
which will be fufiicient for them to ground their 

Belief upon ^ 

I an- 
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I anfwer i. That if {uch have all the Evi- 
dence that can be in their CircumilanceSf they 
have virhat is fufficienr, and whatisto beprefu- 
med neceflary. The Evidence is fufficient, if it 
proves there were Perfons (b Infpired ; that in 
confirmation of it they wrought Miracles 5 and 
that thofe Perlbns wrote certain Books which 
contain the Records of thofe Revelations and 
Miracles ; and which Books are the fame that 
now go under tfieir Name. 

And if they have all the Evidence for this 
that in their Circumdances can be realbnably de- 
manded, they have that which is fufficient. And 
what Evidence can be given of Matters tran(a6br 
ed 1 600 Years ago , but Teftimony, and what 
is ufually called Moral Evidence? A way of 
Proof that is as certain as that we our fel ves were 
born, and born of fuch Parents, at fuch a time ^ 
•and that there is any fuch thing as Faith and 
Truft in Mankind. 

2. Tho thefe of After-Ages want the Evi- 
dence thofe Cotemporaries of Infpired Perfons 
had^ yet they have fbrae Advantages above 
them. For they have not only the concurrent 
Evidence of aH^be^ore them, and the Reafons of 
their Judgment that have been dowd wards from 
thofe times, the moft coniiderable part of Man- 

£ kind 
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kind for Wifdom and impartial Confiderationibut 
having lived to fee the whole Scheme of Revela- 
tion compleated, and at once plac'd in their view, 

i. They can By that means compare oiie 
pirt with the other , and fee how all agrees , 
ind makes up one entire and coherent Body. 

i.Thiey can cotnpare theEvents already pafs'd, 
i^rith the Predi^idns,and fee how all came on,ahd 
in their feafdh ire fulfilled, and how the former is 
ftill confirmed by the latter. In all which there a^^- 
pears an admirable Contrivance of the Divine 
Prcfcichce, in deferibihg thofe thiiigs fb long be- 
Tore-harid, and df the Divine Wifdbrn and Poweir 
in dairying on the Prophetick Line through all 
"the Stagies of Second Caules , arid an Infinite 
Variety df Eveiits, to the laft Moment of its Ac- 
coinpliflirtieiit i and to all which a watchful Pro* 
Videiice of the Almighty muft conftantly attend. 

3. They havd feen the Wonderful Succefs of 
the Gofpel in Verification of Prophecy j and not- 
withftahding all the Oppofitioh made to it by the 
Power and Intereft of the World, back'd with the 
Vehdni, Spite, and Malice of inveterate Enemies. 

4. They have (een the Wonderful Preftrva- 
tioh of it through all the Variotff Scenes of Pro- 
fperity atid Adverfity ; and how miraculoufly it 
l^& been rei^o^ed out 6f the lawe^ At>y(s, wbea 

ieem- 
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feemingly, and as co all outward appearance, 
beyond Recovery. 

So chat wc fee how in every Cafe there are 
ways chalked out for ourSatisfadion in this Ar- 

funtient of a Divine Revelation,- the Cafe of 
,atter Ages not excepted. 
And therefore, That 11 nbelief is now as inex-. 
cufable after the Times of Revelation, as in thofe 
limes. We are apt to think, and fomecimes to 
pleadjThat if we had lived in theApoftolicalAge, 
when the Revelation was attended with their-, 
refragable Teftimony of many Glorious Mira- 
cles, wediouldthen have been inexcu fable, if 
we had remained incredulous amidft thole In- 
fiances of the Divine Power, or impenitent un^ 
der the Force of fuch convincing Arguments > 
and that the want of thefemay juftly be plead' 
ed for our Excufe. But this is much like thole 
Jews-y Matth. i^. 30. that faid, Jf we had been in 
the days of our fatherSy we would not have been parta* 
hers with them in the blood of the prophets ; when yet 
they were aifted by the lame Spirit. And 1 may 
fay, Thofe that believe not now under all the 
Motives of Credibility ,would not have believed, 
any ipore than the Jejifs did, that were Eye and 
Ear-Witneffes of our Saviour's Miracles and Do- 
^rine, and yet remained to thetaft Incredulous. 

Such 
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Such are incurable j for if they hear riot Mofes 
and the Prophets, the Teftimonies yet remain* 
ing, neither would they be perfuaded, tho Chrift 
and the Apoftles rofc from the dead, and the 
whole Procefsof thatTeftimony given by them, 
was afrelli reprefcntcd to them. The Bed Man 
is the beft Judge; and the better he is, the more 
capable he is of Judging j according to that me- 
morable Saying of our Saviour, John 7. 17. If 
any man "B^i/f do the will of God, he fhall know of the 
doHrine whether it be of God, or whetkr Ifpeak of my 
felf 

Wherefore ( to conclude with that of the Apo* 
ftle, James i . 1 1 . } lay apart all filthinefs and fuper* 
fluity of naughtinefs, and receive Tt^ith meeknefs [] and 
humility "2 the ingrafted leord, which is able to faVe 
your fouls, !But be ye doers of the Hford^ and not hearers ^ 
onlyjdeceivingyourownfelves, 

F I N 1 S. 
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He. b.. L- . i^ j»- - 

(jftd who atfmdry times: j attd i^ divert 
manners jfah^ «■ tiow.pafi- nMothe-.FjH 
thrs"!^ the Profjiets^ batkinjbefe.lafl 
itys fpkgh unto HS by his Son, . «c. 

N thiR wowfi; there is contained^ 
( aS^ t hive l>eforc fliewed-) ■■ ' 

I. A dercription . of Revela* 

tion,- 'lis Cod's //«4%.' ■' 

1. The-Certaintyofk^; 'tisby' 

Wiy'of dedaratibu, Gml'itbo-at fiui'dry tmer,'Sii!^ 

^Utakenfot'granted.' ■ ' '' ■' 

%-. The Order obferved iadilivering this Rfe^ 

Veiatton, it Was tt-fmdry timet, midinJinrs man* 

nth, &c. • - ' • . • ' ' ' '^ ; 

4, ThePetfeaionandCoBcluGooof all; 'tir 

hi thefiUfiiitfsh) hit Stn. 

■ : ^Undcr die S^oad Mure dteWedj'. , . < 

I. TJiat God has aiStu^Uy: revealed his W41L 
'iff.fmi^i!j.tims,.«ii.in divers mamen. ,-■, ^ (., 

v ■; '' 'A-j'. ■ ,». What; 
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2. What are the Characters of true Reve- 
lation. ^ . .. ., *j 

}. I am mJw kt order to prove tRat the Scrip- 
tures of the Qld and New, Tefi^menf do coptaii^ tb^^ 
Matter 6^- Diiffae <RcveiatiQn y an^* have- npOfi* 
Aetti'iAte Chira tos^aUogtng bi lif, ;; v. ..•> .v. 

In whkK 'there :ire tvoio 'things to be txjnfi- 

_ ^ « 

I. The Matter contaiaed in Scripture. 
: ;i,. Tlif Ppfi)^ c09iUMaii% th^e • 

Whi<jh,tW(9r u^Jif^inj^ of ^ #f nA OwfidtCf^' 
tion. For, _ ' • 1 I . > 

(I.) "Theft two , thi; Mat«5f ^ Ai ll«^ 
Wfne-T>rigip»Uydi^^j for |he MftiMr-waMie' 
v^c4 tcjTorp if wa# W^m^j -^ ^^^jly^ 
been or the fame Authorf^y, if up^WfidRi^i fs 
wrJFf^^, Th^ 'Wi'itipg^¥^ }^ag ^ntf t to Jthe 

for the conveyance and prefervation ,jy ^^ifj^ 

^ttfr« . . '.-:.'. ■■':?: '■'. .1' •. 

( I.) Thefe two^are capat4p^»^fliferfwi f^^;. 
For the matter of Scripture was confirmed by Mi- 
racles, an^ li«i 4iniiria& iodfaftiah giMJto it : 
But we (Jon't find the like TcftjmonyBiyen to 
the Books. Tlicre were Miracles^upbn N^yai^es, 
CO confirm the truth, luppofe, '^oAtaineid fir die 
- ; * Four 
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flf0 SHtdti^ Aifikmi^ of tbeiScx^itWi^, 



iFonir fivM||cii^ i iout noAttOfvavejDhoie fonr 

.GoTpeUtD bewrocp b^y} Fier(«ns in^irqd, srtbac 

. tRefe were the Books wrote by them. Eor 4^t bis 

anbcfaeslbffOo£^Bvideai<,> covbe I^Mn&co ioqdired 

into. 

* 1. 'Tts fit yhtfe iwo fiioiiid'bt con^itiered 
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(».) invite V9€t&todiC(i6mflt-vai^ a ptiolEfltcl in- 
fidei, we vtnalk begio with c^e-Tiaiitii oT ti»e Mat- 
tery and 'i4^e9 proceeci to the Auehorityt ,of die 
BolofesJ Afi4#dCAayrdiikeC«uitects^ft88farApq- 
ftiei ami oikerd m iSiok prtndcisr^ cimto did:) ^m 
tbe pffobf we ftfe able c» make of the l^imth ami 
Antaatkftif oar Riilj^»; -th^ugk atthe fo^enc 
We>ha¥^aot^Bi$yi». - ' ~^ : -^ . : ... v 

. Ya*)if^«if nolkile advantftge. Pdr^hi|«cb 
litis th^ Matter apa¥c'frtfm^eHe^oks^^W4»aeed 
aot ^ (he p^ef0i»t' cetfoerti oiai i«l«is^ fb ibe 
Doubts anJOl^c^itiKisaboUctlieJtooM };;|iicha6 
the iupplofed rncoiifi{le<icies inSctifteure }'the Va- 
ribus Reading^ j the uncertairity of the ^th\on j 
tb$ Subje^bo^tafpiratiii^ whether wc^dsjo-we^l 
astiiatter, ^c, y ' 

- Thefe being" taicl adde for the piret^t, by this 

diftin^ • conndfomtioiV qF- the. Matter aflid'the 

Books, will (borten our Work ; and if.'«r«jprdH€S 

' ' the 
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. the matter to be of l>tytne oci^hul^ Wftalfogam 
:i great peine toward cH^ proof tjm the: fitooks 
tbem(elves. /.' .... > . 

.1 am. to begin ^jM\ the .Matteft^oootaitteci ia 

Scripture, .- ni 

! ; Now that' is of a 3iwjffc oajiirejjindt chbrcfore 

accoriling to the nature ofic, (bis itf Authofim 

For there is matter of Fad, and Hiftorical Rela- 

'tioas'!of tbings ;• iad rv^^h<fv.wfi^ fiy-jhc&iarif of 

Divine Authority, . we thereby meaq. they ,wcrii 

j-ecotded mdicommitc^d tq.i^irjt^ by jehe ^pi 

poihcmcnt , Dircdlion ;or Qmimi^d of :God; 

(Again , there are Matters of a. vmii natuw.^ 

which might be found put by, and aretheQi^aces 

loffHireKjeaiorki and whe^ W9 % tbefcarc of 

Divine Authority, we thfi:tby;under({afi4 ihstfi 

Acy '.arc aQthori(ed by the 'Divjpe Cemmaiid, 

as well as in their own nature obligatory. Inl 

which cafe hplymrtAfGfidfpiyiSiS^^ wrote^ thef^ 

lure mvtdy iadHedy hy thHdyGhft-^% Pef;.i,a.i, i . 

But themorc efpecial,way Was when the Mac- 

ter wasrpurely of Divine R^eyeUtipni arid wboilyi 

proceedihgiirom it > *nd thj^Bgh thfS»?p/0 ^ tfA ; 

be learned,and found out by Reafon (as,ha$ bcea - 

biefore fliewed) yet 'tis agreeable to it ; as I (lull 

now proceed. to proye.}. and. th^c I (h^ll :do in 

this ord«r.r ..•. \. , -.-, ', .. r 

I. I 
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I. I fliall confider , The Claim which the 
Matter of Scripture hath co Revelation and In- 
fpiration. 

1. The Chara^ers upon which that Claim is 
groimded. 

}. The Proof by which that Claim to Revela- 
tion is made good. 

I.I (liall confider the Claim, ^c. And that 
is, If the Matter contained in the Scripture be 
not a Revelation from God, and the True Reve- 
lation, then there neither is, nor ever was, hot 
can be fuch a Revelation. 
• I. If That be not a Divine Revelation, there 
is no Revelation ; for as That denies and rejeds 
all Revdatioti befides it {elf,(b there is none other 
that can produce (iich Evidence for it : And con< 
fe<]uently, if notwithftanding the Evidence pro* 
ducible fot ScriptuY^, That is hot to be admitted 
for Divine, then' there is no Revelation exiftenc 
m the World, fince no ocher has the Evidence 
which Th'at appears to hav6. This we may leave 
to any indifferent perfbn to judge of, by com' 
paring the Jlcor an vihh theSi^/e; and the Chinefe 
Divinity-of a Cow/W/kj, with that of Chriftianity. 

a. if this benot a Revelation from God, then 
there never has been fuch a Revelation ; and 

B that 
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that for the Rcafon before given, "vi;^. That there 
is no other Revelation extant faVe this. But if 
there ever had been a Revelation, and a Revela- 
tion defign'd for all Mankind ( as that of the Go- 
fpel apparently is ), what "was once, woutd al; 
ways and forever afterwards have been exiftent j 
fince the fame reafoh there was once for a Reve- 
lation to Mankind, the fame would have been 
for the Continuance of it j and the fame Divine 
Goodnels that took care there (hould be a Reve« 
lation, would certainly have taken the like care 
for the preierving of it. But if there be no Re- 
velation, ( as there is not, if the Scripture b^ not 
chat Revelation ) then thjerc never was a Reve- 
lation ; and fo ah that has been befdre Qtid upon 
this Argument, about the Exifteoce, UfefidneG^ 
and Neceffity of a Revelation, muft go for noi 
thing. • . 

3. Jf the Scripture be not of Divin^e Rerdb-. 
tion, then thete never can be a Revelation, or ac 
lead, Hich a Revelation as (hall oblige us to re- 
ceive and believe it: Since there can be no 
ftronger Evidence produced foe the Proof of it, 
than there is for that of Scripture. And therefore 
he that will pretend hot to believe the Scripture •» 
Revelation for want of fufficient Evidence,, can 
never be convinced of the Truth of any Revela- 

tion. 
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tion» Fo? what bettet Evidence can be given, 

^.tai^lylaccer, the Perfons Inrpired, the Super- 

4;itural Proofs of Miriicles- and Prophecy , c^c. 

than what ^Ve have for the Scripture ? 

; Admit then that there is, or ever was, or may 

|?e a. Divine Revelation, we may be certain that 

the Matter contained in Scripture is of that na« 

ture. i 

Bat chough this mud be allowed to be a good 

fiep toward the Pi:pof . of the Divine Authority 

of Scriptures, yet it remains to conHder what 

that Evidei^^ is which is thus peculiar to Scri« 

ptuire-.R^irelatioQ , and that none befides evet 

Ibave or can h^v« : Aa4thi$istheSubje<St of the 

Second General : 

Which is to cenfider, 

2 k « » ^ 

' z* TheCharaiftQri-bielongii 
upon which thac daitid isgroui 
I Thac Revelation may be diftinguiflled from 
Import e Ind mere Pretence, there muft b^ pro- 
per Chara^ers that ate e^ential to^ Revelation ; 
without which Matlcs of diftin^ion, we mud do 
by it. as few have done, and totally rejediit ; or 
elle as the^ ^mmi did by che Deities of other 
Countries, that admitted all inu> their Calendar, 
we muft refule none. But fince thertb* has been 

B I a Re- 
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a RereUcion ( as all Mankind have been inclined 

to believe ),. and (evetal Pretences to it (as th6 

experience of all Ages has (hewed ), we itiuft ^ 

% Pet. 1. follow the diredipn of Scfipture, which not on« 

^'loh lyw^'^s^ of falfe Prophets, and exhorts us to 

];&e! tn the Spirits i but doth alfo furnifh us with{uch 

Chara^ers, as will. enable us to diftinguifli the 

true from the falfe. 

And this direAion, methinks, may pais for 
one Chara<^er, according to that of our Saviour, 
Joh. ;. 10, xi> Every one that doth eyUy or fpeak- 
eth falfly, hateth the li^hty lefl his deeds flmAd he re* 
froyed, and his Pretences difcoveired. But he that 
doeth and fpeaketh truth, cometh to the tight y that his 
deeds may he made manifeft, that they are wrought in 
God ; or that what he (aith, may appear to be a 
Revelation from him. 

Now. when the RevclattoQ. (o caWt^ doth- 
thus offer it (elf to an impartial trial, and es^ 
horts and requires all peifons to efamine and 
make enquiry, and lays down (uch Rules, Prin* 
ciples, and Ch9ra<5ber's, as in the opinion of aU 
men are fufficient to diftingui(h thetrue from the 
falie, 'tis an undoubted (ign that it is able to ya^ 
ftify it (elf, and. to make out its Claim to a Di> 
vine Authority^ by a correfpondence to tho(e 
Charaiftcr^. . 

By 
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By this the Scripture is diftinguiflied from all 
others; for chough there were (e\eral among the 
Heathen Lawgivers that pretencled to derive their 
Laws from the diredlion of their gods, yet it 
was rather to prevent £n(]uiry, than encourage 
it; and co oblige the people to an abfoluce fub- 
tniflion : For who might difpuce that which the 
gods commanded i Or who durft (b much as en- 
^ui re, whew the Fear of <!(e/ig»w retrained them ? Hift.T 3. 

But toexpole it felf- to a trial, and to require 
that men examine before they receive and be- 
lieve, and to givethenn (uch (igns as fliall (erve 
todefcribe theTrntli, and detedfc'Impofture, is 
peculiar to the Scripture. • From theore therefore 
it is that 1 fliall produce fuch Characters as will 
give that aTitleto Divine Authority, aiid obli^ 
us to a. belief <>f'it» ' A bd what rare (uchf, if 
thefe iretiot? Ti;^. That it could come only , 
horn God, is worthy of him,' and has a Divine 
ahd . ;Supernaftiial - Evidedice ta atted it. . Where 
thele are, there is a Divine Authority,, there !is a 
Revelation. . And thefe I ftall fliew do belong 
CO what the Scripture propoies as fiich. 

I . It is a Charader belonging to Kevel'ltLaa, 
and afign of the Truth of it,' when it apparent- 
ly has God for the Author, and can proceed from 
none but him. This is. % Chara^r,. I pretiinie, 
* . will 
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will upon, examination be found to belong to 
Saipcure. > 

As I (hall now attempt to prove, by conflder. 
ing that which is the chief fubjeffc of it ; and tJv^t 
is the Revelation of God's Will to Mankind.- •. . 

Here 1 (Ball premise and take for gfooted, ' : i 

1. That God having created Man, cr^ate^ 
him in a date of Innocency and Purity } fbrb^in^ 
infinitely Good, it is not to becoiiceiwii.'Chae:li^ 
made any thing evil in it felf. .• j' .• 

2. That Man fell from this happy .ftate:; of 
innocent he became guilty ; o£a puce, he becaooi: 
a depraved creature', as . the ; experience ^ -tM 
Ages (Iiews him now to be. ' ^ 

3. That Almighty God was di/po/ed to pit- 
don and admit htm again to favour. 

: .Upon this ftate of things the . Scdpturc pro^ 
teeds: And becaufe it was imp8o£^le'(br Mkn 
to 6nd out of himfelf the way and nieans by 
which 1)6 ;nciight be tefloted, there xiecdeda Re- 
'velation toimbrmliimiRit. ::^ : , 

I grant there is a Natural Means, and what the 
feafbn of the thing (uppofes to be necefTary to 
our Reconciliation, and that is Repentance.* 

But that this is of it felf a: Means Efficient, 
and upon which aloneGod will be reconciled to 
the On^nders, has been aLv^ays doobced of ^ ^ as is 

evi- 
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eyiicoc from the (evcral ways of Atonement , 
attid efpecially of Sacrifices, pra^ifed in all parts 
of the T?vorld. For (ioce God is the Governor 
ef the world, it feems no more reconcilable with 
bis Judice,' a^d conAftent with that Authority he 
is to maintain, to pardon all Offenders upon Re- 
pentance, than it is conHflent with the ends of 
Goveinixient among mfn , to accept of the 
Offenders Penitence as a full Satisfa(5tion to the 
Law, and to remit the Penalty threatned. 

We Ixaye an In(lance tp . the contrary, in this 
v^ty caie ; when notwkhf|anding a fuppoied Re- 
pentaitce in Mankind, God i.nfli<Sted the Penalty 
threatned, In the day thou eateji thenoff thou flidt 
^t, , N<>vf therefore , iince the; natural Means 
of propitiating Almighty God was pot fufikienc, 
'twere isfomewhat further infeferve ; and what 
chac is, none could tjell, but he who had it in his 
Oli^n pQWer whar to.acceptj and whactq refufc j 
ic was for him to. reveal, that was to inflittite. 

And if we take a view of the Scheme of what 
the Scripture (ets before us as to this, matter, ir 
•will abutidancly confirm, what I have propofed 
as^a Chara^er of Revelation, and that is, Tha^ 
icis&om God, and only fromliim. 

The Sunn oC wfiich is, That fince Mankind 
had chuslapfed inc& a Pfe{crQ4tw;al 3tate, in which : 

through 
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through the Infirmity and Corruption of their Nii* 
cure, they thctnfelvcs neither were, nor could db 
what was acceptable to God in order to a Reditu- 
tion and Reconciliation, it wasdeiigned that the 
Son of God himielf (bould become a Mediator by 
a prefent Stipulation, and in a prefixed time,by an 
a^ual Undertaking todye for us. That accprding- 
ly, in teftimony df God's acceptance of the Atone- 
nient, and of his Reconciliation, the Son role . 
from the dead , and afcended into Heaven, is 
there our InteroelTory and the Difpenfer of all 
thoTe Gifts, and that fupervenient Grace which 
is neceflary to the reforming Mankind, and the 
fitting them for that ftate he is now invefted in, 
and has promiied to beflow upon fiic/i asdtft 
qualified for it. ' • 

Now who is there, that upon a Review of 
thefe feveral Particulars that do confti'tute the 
Chriftian Religion, and make up the chief Sub* 
je<5t of Scriptural Revelation, can pretend thae 
this was to be found out by Human GOnfidera- 
tion and Enquiry; or rather, that muft- noc 
grant it proceeded from God ? Efpecially if it be 
obferved what a wonderful Intermixture there is 
in this Scheme, of the Divine Mercy and Ju- 
fticc ; of his Mercy in pardonirig ' the Sinner, 
jiad of his Juftice in requiring an Atonement. 

What 
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What a reprefencacion of his Hatred co Sin on 
one hand, when God elftabliflied fo valuable an 
Aconemenc as the Blood of his own Son; and 
of his Favour and Love to Mankind, when he 
[pared not his own ^on^ hut delivered him up for us all ^ 
What a foundation for our Hope on one hand, 
when he accepted of the Propitiation j and what a 
dread of offending is there on the other,' when 
he that knew no fin^ was. made a fin- offering for us ? 

All which laid together, do conJtirm the Truth 
of this Ghara<a:er, and the Title that the Scri- 
pture-Revelation hath to it,. 

But there is (bmewhat further to be added in 
Proof of this Point, That it was a Revelation 
from God ,• and that is, The many . Prophecies 
that are interwoven with it inScripiurej \X?hich 
could proceed from none but Him who~ alone 
has all Caufes and Events in his Power, and fo 
alone could foretell how thofe Caufes would 
operate, and what (hould be the Events of fuch 
Operation. Thefe being the chief part of. the 
Revelation concerning the whole Scheme of 
Man*s Salvation, confirm what I have before 
faid, That it was from God , and from Him 
alone. But this mud berefervcd toJts proper 
place, under the Third General Mead. 

To 
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To go on, 

II. A Chara^r necseffaiily belonging to Di> 
vine Revelation, is, That it beworthy of God,! 
and what becomes the Majefty of Heaven to 
make known to Mankind* 

When we fay it is to be worthy of hinti, there*, 
by is meant, that it is fuitable to the Perfedions 
of his Nature, to his Holine(s and Juflice, his 
Goodnefs and Mercy , his Wifdom and Pow- 
er, 6^c. To which, and all of which, a Revela- 
tion truly (^o, can no more be repugnant, than 
God himfelf can be other than he is, and defti- 
cuce of thofe Perfe^ons which are eflential 
to him. 

In difcourfing upon which, we may ob/ervey 

1 . That it canndt be denied, but the Revela- 
tion of himfelf to Mankind is worthy of God, 
though it bean Infinite Condefcenfton. 

It was an Infinite Conde(cen(ton in the Deity,' 
that had all in himleif, to make fuch a Creature 
as Man ^ and it is no more unworthy of God 
to reveal himielf to- him , than it was to make 
him. For what other reaibn was there for the 
making fuch a Creature, and the enduing him 
with the Light of Reafon, but that he mighc 
own, honour, and ferve the Author of his Being I 
And fuice to know and acknowledge God, is the 

chiel 
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chief end For which Man was made, ic is as much 
l;»ecoming Alm^ty God to reveal himlelf to 
him, as ic was to makei him for the knowledge of 
himfelf. - 

2. That is a thing worthy of God to reveal, 
which is a thing worthy of God to do : And fuch 
is the Recovery and Kefloiation of Man, to the 
like condition he was created in, and unhappily 
fell from j for chat i^ a.kind of Re^majcing him, 
and giving him a New Being : And (ince a New 
Beiiig is to a Depraved Being, what Beiiig was 
to Ho Being, it is as much becoming Almighty 
God firom a depraved fliate to raife hiin to aftate 
of Purity and Hoiinefs, as ic was at the firft to 
give Him a Being tha^t before had none. 

And this is the great Subje^ of what we call 
Divine Revelation ; which as it refpei^s Man, 
may come u^der a Twofold Confideration j and 
that is, the Perfe^iion of Human Nature, and 
.the Happinefs of Mankind. 

It will be a needlefs undertakit^ , to prove 
that thefe Ends are worthy of God j but that 
.which rather becomes. us is to ihew. That as ic 
is the gfeat deiign of the Scriptural Revelation to 
represent this, and to acquaint us with the Me- 
thod that the Almighty Wifdom and Goodnefs 
thought fit to obfervej fo the Method as there 

C 1 laid 
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laid down, is worthy of fuch Wiftlom and Good* 
hcfs, as I fhall now proceed co fliew in the two 
Inftances given. • 

ift. The Method Almighty God is in Scripture 
faid to take for the purifying and the perfecting 
Human Nature, is highly worthy of fo glorious 
a Being ; and that is Threefold , Cautionary , 
Moral, and Supernatural. 

( I . ^ That which 1 call Cautionary, is the 
way Almighty God was plealed to take for the 
reprefenting his Difpleafure againft Sin, and to 
make Mankind cautious of offending. The 
Means tnade ufeof before the Fall was a Penalty 
thrcatned, h the daji thou eatefi thereof thou (halt 
dye. But becaufe chat had proved of fo lit- 
tle force to reftrarn mankind, and for fear led 
when God had received them into Favour after 
fuch a Threatning , his Mercy and Indulgence 
might be abufed, and become an Encourage- 
ment to Sin, God added thereunto an Expiation 
'( as has been before (aid ), and that to be. made 
by his own Son ; who from the Dignity of his 
Perfon, and the voluntary Oblation of himlclf, . 
fhould be reputed as a Reprefentative of the 
whole, and the whole beeftecmed to fuffer with 
him. By which means, as God's Mercy would 
be abundantly teftified in a defign for redeeming 

them;, 
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them J fo his Juftice would be exemplified, whea 
he that had no iln of his own, fliould yet be 
made a Sin- offering,, and Tuffer for them. For 
how could they prefume after this to offend the 
Almighty Father , when rather than fuffer his 
Laws to be violated, his Authority {lighted, his 
Holinefs and Juftice difparaged, or leave Man- 
kind under a temptation fotodo, he would exr 
prefs his hatred againft fin, and his refblution to 
punifh ir, by requiring and fubftituting fuch a 
Sacrifice as that of his Son in their ftead ? This 
is theapparent Reafbn of fuch an Inftitutk>n j.and 
both the Inftitution and Reafbn of it are worthy 
of the Divine Counfel ; ilnce there is no way in 
which thefe things can be reprefcnted to greater 
advantage., tha^i by the Scripture Scheme of 
Man's Redemption*. 

( 2. ) There is the Moral Means, that ferves 
the fame end, V/;^. the purifying and perfeding 
Huptiao Nature, to which Revelation gave the 
laft arid finifliing hand. It is true, thel'e Moral 
principles are no other than Natural Maxims, 
and which were Nature, unaflSfted, fufficient for^ 
might have. been, extracted out of it. Biit 
Mankind were no more able to- atcain to thae 
skill o^ themfelves, than an unexperienced per-r 
fbn, and. unacquainted with the htt of Chymi- 
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dry, can excrad fuch Exalted and Generous Spi« 
fits out of the Bodies of Plants and Aninnals, as 
upon trial we find they are endued with, ft is 
another Light we view Nature by fince the com- 
municating of the Evangelical Revelation to 
the world. Nature and Reafbo now, are not 
the Nature and the Reafon they were bcfcMrc, or 
are flill where that Revelation has not been 
known : And therefore if we would know what 
the force of thofe Principles are, and how far 
they operated by their own power, and of then> 
(elves, the way is not to judge of it as it appears 
to us, where the Gofpel Revelation is, but as it 
was in the ftatc of pure Heat hem/my not except* 
ing the finer part of it ( as it flouriflied in Greece 
it lelf ^ and as it is now in Come of the remote 
parts of the world, as in the Weft»Indies, See* 
For Gentilifm it felf apparently mended upon the 
Publication of the Goipel ; and then their M»- 
rdifls wrote with, another ftrcin, than thofe of 
their oWn Se«St did before that time. 

For in the Scripture there is fuch an entire and 
compleat Syftem of all things requifite to the per- 
fe<5lion of Human Nature ( as far as in this ftate 
it is capable of it) that nothing is wanting for 
dire<5tion and obligation. 

There we find the moft Natural Chara(aers 

of 
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of Good and Evil traced along from th<; firft rife 
in all their .tendencies, and the juft bounds of 
botH described. There we have on one hand the 
moft enforcing Encouragements to Virtue and 
Goodricfs, and on the other the moft neceffary 
Cautions and Admonitions againft Sin -y and both 
fortified with proper Inftances and Examples. 

There we find thenobkft Principle*, and ex» 
i£te0: Rules; and the great Lines of our Dncy 
plainly (etibrth in their utmoft extent ; and that 
as well for the Regulation of the Thoughts and 
Defires, as the Government of our Actions. 

There we find that Duty enforced bythehigb* 
e& Obligation, by no Icfs Authority than that of 
God himfclf , whofe Precepts and Injunc^iona 
they are declared to be, and not the mere re- 
flilts of our own Nature and Reaibn. 

And whereas Nature falls as flidrt in its SantStf'* 
cms (having only Conictence to enforce them) 
as its Authority} when thefe Moral Principles 
become God's Laws, they have Rewards and' 
Punifliments of another kind annexed to them, 
and as£verlafting as our Souls, to bind them up- 
on us. 

So that as far asNaturethus<lire<^ed^nd exci- 
ted can go, we have the moft effectual micans in 
our power for the anaendment and purification 
of it. - But 
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Buf becaufe it is only fo far in our own power, 
and that in the iiTue we prove coo remtfs in the 
exerting of it; and that after all, Nature flags^ 
and recoils, and is coo much Nature ftill. Ihere* 
fore, 

( 5 . ) There is a Supernatural Means to render 
the other effcilual, and to give encouragemenc 
and fucceis to our endeavours ; and that is a Power 
as Divine as the Authority, which is the abidance 
of the Holy Spirit of God. Look we upon the 
Morality of the greateft Philofophers, how poor 
is that to the Do<%rine of our Saviour and the 
Apoflle.s ? Look we upon the fruits ,of it, and 
there we fliall find them (hort of their Principles'^; 
and chac che cafe was much with them as with 
the Stoical ^ofidonm^ that would not allow Paf-. 
fions in Human Nature ; chac when invaded by 
theGduc, might chide both that and himfelf for 
his (enfacion of it ; but the Difeafe and Nature, 
kept on their courfe, and would own no fuch 
Authority. So it was with them that had only 
Nature to correft Nature i that while they pre- 
tended to bethePhyficians of it, could not cure 
themlelves, nor alter fo much as Cuftom, which 
had al'cer'd that. 

The Inftances they give of a Philofophical 
Cure, areas rare as the Miracles they pretend, to 

have 
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h^ve been wrougfi t in the Temple of '^fcuUp'tMy 
or by zP^efpafiiOty few and quellioriable ; a "P^* 
Sn^ot 2L Tolemohy to credit the Schools of a Socrates 
or a j&»«cr4fe(^ But the Inftances of fuch as were 
cony crted by our Saviour and Apoftolical Perfbns, 
were like his Miracles, numberless, and not to 
be difputed. When the Gofpel flew like Light> 
ning tnrot^ the Jearth, and became as (ucceisful - 
in refiomiing, as teaching the world j Nature by 
it was changed, and the Temper became fubjet^ 
to the Divine j^wer* So that the Dodlrine of 
Chrift Jui turn thofeihat ftfert immerfeeLm wickednefi^ Contr. 
it> lA af^zi^eeahlk to ^eafon, and thepraHtce of: all Vif ^^l\ '* 
t/ie {■'. ^s^ngen fhews, and appeals to his Adver- 
faty in; . 

u. And what ws^> then done, would always be 
done, if therC' were not fome bbdru^on on out * 
part, either . as to asking that Afliftancc , or in 
the not improving it } according to that of our 
Saviour, Matth, 1 3 . 1 2 r Whofoeyer hath and ufeth ir^ 
to him Jhall bepym, and he /hall haVe more (Sundance, 
idly. It iswortby of God, and becoming the 
fnofl: Benevolent as well as- the mod powerful of 

Beings, to coiifult. what -may be^ for the happi* 
ne(st>f the rekfohable Kature, and ta propound 
tliis as an encouragement to them in the Perform^ 
ance of that ServicQ-he expetSks and requires oi 
them. D , And 
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- And what ca^tnaiketfacih happy, if..theOr<- 
der and Method of SaWation revealed in Scrk 
pture be noc iinfficient foe it } Whexeby they are 
nor ody ailuredof che Pr<iee£kk>a and BldSuig of 
0i vin^ Provideoce io this. Life, hoc alfb of a Scats 
of Immovtalicy in the Xife. to come: Where' 
chey flnllbe taken into the Enfoymcnc of their 
Bvetf bldlied Creaidif ^ and be fitted boob ia Body 
add Soiat,. by iihe DiYine Pawei-y for. fucb a Pan* 
ticipaxiott. 

Tor which i ma.y add, That it isas-worthy of 
God to icevcal X^e Way by 'whk;h thai Happing 
is ta bd, attatoed. I gtam- ihac by the, u^- and 
ppwerof Rcafon, asidthelenfe'we|iav&of;the 
difference between Good a^tid Evil , we may leaf n^ 
tboiigh' obfciirely and i&ery impe^edly, wiiac is 
asccepcabk: to God : Buc-yet wichoat Reitielation 
we areouich io the dari(,. iuxd canaslittk know ~ 
what is on aor part oecciTary toward ebe attain- 
liieEtt oi fhat Happ2oe(^, '. as we do what the 
Condition^ of the Furore State is, and wherein 
the Hapfnneis of it confifh. 
. There is as^nnch difference between what is 
eniy fuppofed, and what is nccellary, as there h 
Becw^n what we hope for, and what is certain, 
And^ therefore, as there needs a Revelation to a^ 
fiue 119 of that which without Revelation we on*^ 

.- lyr 
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}y hoped ibr ^ fo cb^re is as much need of Reve- 
tei^.tp ipfprni i?s o,fr;^hat jispjeccflary to owe 
/LcHf^jEance 3v4ch. G9d^ ^^adro our Hap^inefs ia 
smoother world 5 aivd wi^iipuc whipb \ineirire left 
to Cppjedure only. So chat as far as ^rtauity 

is tp be preferr'd beyf^id Hope ao^ IitHgitiatdon ^ 
afiidihe Knowledge of what is )nede(][ary,. is ,be^ 
yond Coo je^te j ' Co nuKh is the Comfort . of 
jlevelacion beyond that of Nacvire j; and ib much 
is it becqnair^g Aintiighty Ood, who gav^us oiir 
Nature and Being, to acqajtinc us yv'^th what txiaf 
both make us happy, and lead us to it. ^ Brpecr- 
ally was this neceflary, conddcring how far thp 
World had waodred out of the fight way.; and 
wl^at; fiipe^ftitious and infamous Rites had beea 
taken upjatid whacPraiSkicesdiflhonQurable to the 
Deity and HumanNature,had been i^d' And tb^ : 
way toHapptnefs theSciipture has plainly reveard> 
^^{jr. It4s A Deii^ worthy of God, tq; revjea^ 
Himfelf to the World, and to give Mankind, i 
right Notion. and ^eprefentationof his NatUDS^ 
The Being of God, is what the whole Creation 
proclaims ; and there ^re Ipme 'Attributes o(.hh 
lye open to all, and are confpicu^us in their 
e(E<^.s, fuch are hjs Wisdom and Fower« , Bu^ 
ther«> »lre -others that we rather know : by Inle- 
reace, aiid need a farther acid brighter UghC; t^ 
; . D"x inform 
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inform us in s and fuchare his Goodnefs and his 
Mercy.. And fince thele aVe ias efTcntial Perfefti- 
<>ns of the Deity as the other, and exceed them 
in the infiaence they have upon tnankind, as to 
our Loye and Adoration of him; and yet are 
«ot fo legible in the Frame of Nature, nor fo ob* 
fervable in the Courfe of his Providence as the 
other ; we cannot conceive but that it is as be- 

, coming our Creator toreprefent himfelf to be a; 
God Gracious and Merciful in a Revelation ro 
Mankind, as to be a God Great, Powerful, Ind 
Wife in the Creation. We fee how confuled the 
GeruUe World was in their Notion of the Supreme 
Power s how inconfiftently they thought, and 
how low theiir Representations were of the 
Deity : And at beft they had a very impeTfe6t 
Notion of thofe Divine Attributes of Love and 
Goodnefs, of Pity and Gompaflion., of InduV- 
eence atkl (^^ondeiceniibn, of Patifence and For- 
bearance, of Mercy and Forgivenels, which the 
Scripture jreprefents with .Life and Perfpicuity. 
There it is that wc find the Aknigbty Creator 
Hooping to the Creature, condefc^ending to their 
Condition, bearing with their Infirmities, pity- 
ing their Miferies, forgiving their Sins. -There 

^ we find' him reproving, arguing, following Sin- 
ners with itnppitunity , and leaving notbing ua- 

donej^ 
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4Johe, chat 'Was <k>nn{^enc with ha Naciirie and 
^Honour CO <lo, towjlra tlie'Salvacibn'of Matt- 
Jcmd. And above aU; In this was mnfefiedih 
loVe of God toTlnttJs usy hecaufe that Godfint his only 
begotten Son into the world y that we mi^t Ihe through 
him; 1 Job. 4. 9. " • ' * ; 

So that it to reVeal what was rtot otherwife '' 
to be known, concerning God 5 Reconciliation 
to Mankind, and the Tern^s upon which he ii 
reconciled ^ if to reftore Man to the ftate he is 
fallen from, and to promote him to a ftate df 
Purity, Peffeftion,. and Happineisj if for God 
toirieveal and to render himfelf acceptable to 
mankind by the moil obliging Chara<5iefs of 
LoTe and Favour, be worthy of him } laftty. If 
to reveal what is moft worthy of God, be a 
Charaderof Revelation, Then the Scripture •» 
iuch, and what is therein contained muft be ftdttt 

God* > :' ' 

.' ill. A Charader necefTartty belonging' to Re^ 
velatton^ and by which the True is to bediftin-^ 
guiflied from the Fal(e and Pretended, is a Divindi 
and Supernatural Evidence ; which is the fame 
wfth the Third General Head^ "W;^* The Proof 
by which the Scrii>ture*s Claim-to Divine ReMe- 
iation is to be tnade good ; and that is next to l^ 
eonfidered. How 
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Now t|>ere are Three (aibioi^s ofthb kinjd,Vt^ 
^qp^iscy^: Mirjtcles) ^4 ihc. woadefifiul Sucoi& 
of the Chriftian Reiigioiiv^.a^d the Pce^ervicibi 
of it under the tnoA Potent Oppoficton, tni! 
gteat^(^ Pilcouragements. . . 

( I. j Prophecy. That is of it (elf a Rievdiv 
Ctc.de ^ioni and as it is what all Nations, as well Learn- 
Divin. £ j 2ig Barbarousyhave acknowledged; lb be^ig an 
' '* Jnftance of Kevelation , it is a good Proof of 
chat Revelation which 'a doth accompany, atul is 
interwpyea with. Andjthis is the cale before us i 
for the Scripture l3eing oompofed of matters ef 
9. diflferenc kind , cannot have the lame fort of £ vi* 
d^ncf : .But Prophecy being lielf-evident < when 
'%\ie Evetit has ftppareiv ly anfwer'd the Predi^- 
pn,), and a Supernatural Evidence, is a good 
^r^of to wbat ha«.no fuch .Evidence,* and which 
|or.^^e£ikefof that Proof is as much a Mattervof 
Faith, and as credible,as the Prophecy it felf ; be- 
caufe luch a Teftimony being a Teltimony from 
God « cannot be applied to the fupp6rt of a 
FdlQiood. So that where ther^ is Prophecy 
truly lb, we may conclude chat to be true, ^ud 
to. comi^ from God, to which chat Tefttmony is 
gi VieQ ^ for if the Te(Umony be Divine,^ the Dio- 
^linC'COfi^fCijed^by it rauftbej>ivine al^ 
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* In difcouf iixigiipon wiiijch, t preinife, 

, I . . That there is fucb a thing as Prophecy j 

that things fixture have been predicted: Tulty faith, 

Jhis (til Nations ^aVe d^reedin; as has been aforefaid. 

_Y That Prophecv is a good Tefllimoay to 

whit it is given {'^k J have proved already ^. 

So that there is npthing remains, but to fhew 
that the Rctefatidn in Scripture hath ha^ ^his 
'I'e'ftimony. ' ' . ^ . . 

' And'of this there are two forts, Near, or Re- 
mote. ^ Of boi^i which Wie have aq InAance in 
the Prophet Ijsnt lojerdboam^ i Kings 1 3 . %. . 

''^e Remote wks^ That a Child fliouW be. 
born, ^jiah byname, aboHt 5,30 years after, who 
fhoixld burn meqs bones npon thax Altar. . Th^' 
Proximate (which we may oiherwife c^li a'Stgn^^ 
was;: That at that time the attar pjodd he nnt\ an^, 
the ajhes poured Qttt, If t^e Rempte hadbecil alohe^ 
it would have had little infiuence upon them i^hq 
vfeire moft f^ea'rly c<>ricfcmed ; and'therefore'th^e 
liccoea fortie prefent Sign to Verify it. But' 
otberwife, the Remote is the Wronger, efpecial- 
ly when af fuch a vaft diftance of titfie, as fiiall 
r^der it itnpoflibte for Mea or Angela to forejee, 
or by any pra^ices of theirs to accompliili f 
when it depends upon Voluntary us Natural 
Agents, and is in the conclufion anfwefed by 2' 

•Paralkr 
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Parallel Event, ic is co Afcet-Ages a certainiuid 
indifputablc Evidence. 

To which if we add che Concurrence of both, 
when there is a Chain and,$eri|es of Prophecies 
lieaf and remote, in.a certain and continued or- 
cler following each other, the firft looking for-, 
ward t(^ others that are to fucceed^ and the latter 
having a retrofped to the former ^ there is no 
reafbnable nor poflible exception tol)e inade 
againfl; the matter thus trifled, without except-^ 
ing againfl: the Teftimony of Propltfcy , con- , 
trary to the fenie of all mankind. 

As foy Inftance j if there be a Prophecy • or 
Prophecies in icveral Ages, from which it plainly • 
appears, that at fuch a precffe time, in fuch an 
Age of. the world, fome Hundreds or Thoufapd* 
of Years after, there fliould arife a ccitain Per-L 
Ion, born at fuch a place, and in an extraordinary 
^ay, and de.fi:cnd<ed from liich and iuch Progcr 
nitors., who fliould come to reforni Mankind ; 
ahd-in confirmation of his Doctrine, .fliould per- 
form many adonifliina AiSts, and do many Hi* 
pjBr natural \)C^orks ; that at a certain time, and in 
a' certain determined year, he fliould be. put to 
death by his own Kation, and upon it that Na- 
tion fliould be captivated and deftroyed, and the 
Countrey defolatc j it is a Teftimony not to be 
culjproved. 



■MUM 



TWDpvin^ Autbotity of the Serif turer. a 9 



'«irfk 



' ' Atid yet fettifl^ ^d^«be mafty Prophecies in ' 
Scripture rfelktmj» f o patrtduliir Peribni «n<i Fami- "^ * 
iies^ to the J'ws- and- other Nations, I fhallon- 
<ly inflSnce4rt (bftae of thofe concerning jour Sa- 
fJottif r^rid'ofchers. 6f our Saviour's himfeif : The 
^fnier of'Vvfnch wilt appear to be exa^ly pit< 
rallel to the Cafe pfopoied. - ' •: . v 

' The fidl 6f t^(e is flie Pfiedi^ionnimneduce- 
]y after the Fall of Jddmt ftnd 4000 years befofe 
the a^ualCompletion of it $ That there fiiould be 
t>ne born of the fted &fthe iPom»tf and fupernatural* Gen. 2. 
ly >We of iier^alone (a$ Jfdaht wa&bucof tiae Eacth h- 
^without a Woman ) that (hoidd. bnufe the, fer- * ' '^'^' 
■pent's head^ who had beguiled Bye through his fubtilty^ . 

About 1000 years after which Prophec^^ and 
(o loob years before our Savioiif, io.wai re- 
vealed to <^^rdfe<<»i, That in his^ee<^^and by ooeGai. 3. 
•who Should > defcend fjfornhinn, aUtthe families of i^' • 
thi eart% fiouldte-blejfed", and which -was afteiwaird 3; dv.' * 
renewed to Ifaac- ^nd Jatoh. : • 

Again J j about 1700 years before Chrift, it 
was- ,pr6f^cfied by factb'y That, 5ibi/D^, rot clie 
Meffiit% 'teu4d-d^&d fixmi»iii»^nlJW«&f/: ^.\ Gen4?. 

About 1 606 years before our Saviour s:Birthj * 
DaVtd was exalted to the Throne, o£ .wJiofe Fa- 
ttiily the Me/fiak ^ais . i» be a ^rmch ; > wheoceit 

E was 
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M.ttb. .was that he was fammpnly l^iown aiviong the 
** ♦'• ->»!, by tbe Charaaei of lX»Vi/$ S$n, 

Irt the fame Royal Prophet have wc the Pre- 

^i^ion of out Saviout's Death, Refurre^ioo, 

sind GloriBcatton ; aod ja very^miptife Circuov 

ftan^s, is to the fiift of thjcfe, f^id. PfaL »^, low 

11. I, 7, 8, 14, 16, i8, up, C?^. 

This is alfo the great Theme of ^w//s Pro- 
phecy, 700 years before tM AccxKmptiflinaent,, 
That there fliQul^ be 4 not out 9/ Jejfe^ the ^ff- 
fuiky wholhouid dye for the Sins of the People^ 
be re^e^fceii by his owa N^Mop^ bu( be believed 
mby the Geiuiiei* Ifa. 1 1. to* 4^< 10, ctv. 5 ^. 
la the fame Age lived ,^icd , who {bretells 
Mic 5.2. the Ycry Place he Ihould be born ia> vi;^, BethU" 

hzAl^i Abouc- 500 yeaifs befpce om Lord^s 

lfieatnatiofl«'i)<iii^i dtrie<ftly potDts to the Time 

p4n. 9^ and the Y«ar the Muffif^ 0ioul4 Ia0er ia, whicb 

*+K^*r: .wastff be ia the midft of the S<i^v<titietb Ptopher 

Lev. »5. tical Week , ( each of iwhich coaHfits of Seveo 

** Years ) that iS) the 490th. Year, fioig the De- 

etee of Jutaocerxu for the Rebutldilig ot Jefiuf^enh 

As may «ai^y be cootput^ kf^J^oif^'? ptoon, 

and f eckoiiiog the Yeats ba^kwat d from the 

Death of our Saviour> ( which was ifi the Reign 

«f Ttierius ) to fibme Eiedi ye^u: of Jrtaxerxeu 

la 
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la con(equence of which) the City andSati* 
<5tuary were to be deftroyed, and cbe whgle 
Councrey laid defolace, as wi|[h a F/oo</. 

This Conclunon leads us on to che Second 
Branch of Prophetical Obfervations, vi.^.oiir Sa- 
viour's own Predi^ions, which are very many ; 
but a mofl: remarkable one is his Prophecy of the 
Deftru^ion of that Peopif,Cicy, and Countreyi 
foretold by D<mi«/ as co the v<!ry time,' dnd which 
our Saviour de^ribes (b particularly, as if he had 
it at that ipftant before his eyes, when he dilcour- 

There he foretelU, ^ Tlie preceding Signs , 
as FamindS) and fearful Sights^ ^ c» ^ That ma- 
ny Falie Prophets iliould arile. '^ That there 
0iould be bar biarous Slaughters one . of ' anqtiibert 
¥ That Jerufakm (hould be clolieiy befiesed ; but 
withal, (hat ac that time there iliould be an op- 
portunity /er efcapingj which he a^viies thf m 
CO take.y aojd to Ayfo the M^wmakis ibr.pre^nt 
fecurity. * That the Enemy fliould at iaft caft 
01 Trench about it, itnd keep them that remained 
iifOn evdry (ide. ^ That ho fliduld luially. ti^i(:9 
the Qty^ alndl^y k eyci^ wkfar the groufvd ; -and 
that not one ftone of the ftatdy Scru^lure,. the 
Temple ». C ^.hick th^y then were admiring) 
ihould be left upon another. .^-^ TiiaCr'.^he^rufy 
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vivinff 7frtf5 (liould be led Captive ioto all' Nad- 
otHi and neverretfttn again to chat Land ai^Pro- 
prietors. • ^ And that all this was becaufe they^ 
knew not khe time of their vifitation. *• And 
that-thii fliouldliappenin that very Age.' ' - 

Never v/as any Prophecy more expreft, nevef 
any Sentence more terrible, nor more pundiually 
fulfiUecJ'^ as to- all chfc.ParticHlars • before- reiittd j, 
and fof'wliichwe may appeal to- JofephM the;/^»; 
who was an .Eye-witncfs of all, and as exactly 
defcribes it as to thoie. Inftancea, as if he-was wrt- 
ting a Comment uppnJdHt Saviotir*s Piophecy^ 
Jojepii ie !BeUr I 4\ jj if, 7. - 

And accordingly, <as tht Templej though at- 
tempcied' by Julian the* Ajpoftatc'-s Ovdefy neVcr 
could b£ bUllt; ( as* th^eatheh tttfto^iStt Ammiai^ 
MM MarcelHnHs' delates, fHfl:, 1. 13 . } {o that Peo^ 
pie to this day remain Vagabondsj Without any 
feertain plafe, diifpei^d oy^r the ' work]. 
'' tofing fracfed tfcris Subjedt tliusifai?; We'iftay 
proceed. • • '' . , -^^ 

1. Another way by which we prove th<5 
Glaiofi tha^ the Matter of -Scfiptif re h^^th to a Di- 
viheAutfm^it^; i^Mfracleaf/<if Which kifld there 
is nothing wanting that can reaA>nably bcdefi* 
red ; and that either as c<^ the Jttdaicaly on Ckrh 
/?»«« Dl/pttifation. •' ■ •. ^' 
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. . :/Vs for In/tance : If a Perfon flbould pretend 
that he comes from Godwich a Revelation, an<i 
which he requires us to hearken to, oa peril of 
Damnation : What Sa^isfadlion flipuld we defire f 
Surely if the Do6trine he. teaches, be in it felf 
credible, and worthy of God, and what in the 
nature and tendency of it proves to be uifful and 
beneficial to Ma«ikihd, we have, as much £vi* 
dencc as the nature pf.tbe thing will bear. And 
farther, if the Perfon upon whom we arc to rely, 
doth openly and in the fight of all, even of 
Enemies tliat watch fiim, as Well as Friends, and 
in the moft Publick Afiemblies, cure all manner 
oiDifcafesj though naturally incurable,by a Word, 
or a Touch, and even at ajdiftance. if he com- 
mands the ^inds and the Sea$, the Good and the 
Evil Angels, feeds Thoufiinds in a Defart with 
no more than, what would fatisfy a few, and 
rai(es (he, Dead. If he tell$ the mofi fecrefc 
Thouglits, Inclinations, and Practices of his 
Enemies as well as Followers. Ilaftly, If when 
hitnfelf is put to a violent Death, he in a f^w 
days, according -to Lis .own Predidion^ rifes 
again, appears to, and converfes with thoie thac 
knew him when alive, and ^w him dead : And 
afterwards in the view of many ascends bodily, 
into Heaven ; and within a few days, as a fac- 

ther 



^ .V.rA 



5 4 ?^^ Divine Authority of the Scripnref, 



ther Teftimony of his former Miflion and prefect 
Glorification, confers the far^e or like Power up- 
on his Difciples: Who can rea(bnably doubc 
of the Truth of what he has taught ? "^ 

I need not here draw the ParaHel. 

And if the Queftioiv (hould be put, as it was 
by thole whom John the 'Baptiji lent, Art thou he 
that fhouU come ? Our Saviour's Anfwcr will fervc 
for one here, TeQ John what things ye have heard and 
/«», hoiif that the hlind feey 6cc, Luke 7 • 19. 

There needs no greater Evidence tq convince 
Mankind. 

}.. Another Proof of the Divine Authority 
of the Matter of Scripture , is the Event and 
Succefs , corrcfpondent to . former ^redi^ions, 
Such was that of the Jfradites m Canaan : And 
tnuch more, the wonderful and aflonifhing Pro- 
«refs of the Gofpel, without any of that Afli- I 
fiance and Force which that People had, and 
when it had the Force o( Emperors and Kings to ^ 
oppofe it. . 

Could it be t!iougHt po£Sble, that a few iimple 
and tijticrous Perfpny, ^whp had b^en bred up to 
a mean Employment, and had never been out of 
their own Countrey, (bould each by himfelf un- 
idertake perilous and repaote Journeys, gmoo' 
People they hadno knowledge of, and towhofc 

Tempers, 
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Tempers, Cuftoms, and Language, they were 
alcogcther ftrang^ } and jQiould ptcv^il wirh 
them to change tHRr gods and their Religion, 
theit Cuftoms and their Lives i 

Could.k be thought that Men of no Autho- 
rity nor Intereft , of no Learning , Depth of 
Judgment, nor Subtiity in Arguing, fbould be 
able to maintain and propagate a Do^^rioe thait 
Seemed to be fboliCh and al^urd, a Dodrine of a 
Crucified Saviour, a Dodrine oppofire to the 
fendial .Inclinations and Interefts of Mankind^ 
( as the ftate of the world then was), a Do^rine 
riiac obliged them that believed it, to profe6 ic 
with the Hazard of all that was dear to them i» 
this world, and npocf no other Eocouragjcment 
than a Re wavd ki another ? 

And yet even this Dodtrine, (o meanly ateen<^ 
edy became fo fuccelsful, that according to our 
Savrour's Prediction, Matth* 14. 14. before the- 
DeftruCtion of Jer»fakm, and wttUn Forty years, 
after his Death, tht found of it mnt wt imoaSthe 
tarth, Rom. to. 1 & Hot to proceed further in» 
tliis Argument than Scripture ; In thoCc early 
times we find Converts^ if not Chupches^ in che^ 
moft frequented Ckies for Trade, Learning, and 
Dominion j in Coriruh and Ephefm , Atbens^ an(£ 
^Bi$m $. ia th« Courts, of Prisoes^ evea of a Be- 
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rod TLvai a thro: ABs iu.-x^:&U.^^%-3.:i^\-':$i^^ 
■■wnere"not? , • \ . \ ; *'.■'•...■.;■■ .'■;;K .--i-'r: ' 
^- ^ow, if there hail not beffl*^nitn dnl tb^ Do- " 
itrincf If it had bocbeen a ]&Q(^inir<^irtlty^ 

'Godv iliftable toihe DcErcsi^iixi ' £xp(:£ti4^^^^^ ' 
ManHnd.; If it^had dotrha'd>a,Supernati^l Eift^ '^ 
deuce- ind Teftimony, and ad A^ftancelis:^^!: ' 
as icsEvidence^ itcquldi^t in thofe.'QriQumila^- 
isifaave naadt itfowu Tw«ay, xiidr -baveprc^^d io. ' 
the Event; fo powcrfiil and fuci^^sful. -'^oi Jit 
Ysis.GadsHai-d^.thei fmlifhthings.iif 1^ mrldiii^cff^* 
fimMhfiitifi, fjmd the weak tU^i ^- the world to^em\ 

aiKi^yjelationxfiom h^m alone^ that had all tHe& 
'}refl;jnnQftte$:^n: its i^e cpi;^^^^ .SochjM: 

we may conc|ude:ail^^^|g^^^ l^hMiffifitj^ef^ 
WAS aiil^ydatioig^, f ^Ic^i^HyelaJdoavOpntamed in 
Sefjpcotp iis^TiilB^cl^itki , and' the only True, 

{ ; And J Wa'4^J^% '^ is, 

i!jiffft.uf)onusj|«o^a^f^lic.? When 'tis God fieak-.. 
it^ toMsf life ldj4^tta^i)ifei the more eamefi heed tothe^, 
thinp 'Mhalfe b^r^ from hiWylefi at anyttmtitft-fh<M 
Utthmfllpy Heb.!-* 1... .;. : B 11:^ i SU i: 
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Jn the\Lictnft tothkStrmoHi for^^y t^^ reakiyizy 4* 
£. jip. 1. 5. r* Good- will. P. 1 2. 1 3. after God put ^ t ; ) 
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